. 


Ae 2 


R E * 1 E w ” 


HISTORY 0 F JOB; 


WHEREIN 


The principal CHARACTERS, TRANSACTIONS, 
and INCIDENTS in that Book are conſidered 
with Attention ; ; 


AS: 


8 ds. whether they are countenanced by 
Reaſon, Nature, and Truth; or are in reality ſupported 
by other Parts of Scnir rp Em STORY; 


WITH An 


APPENDIX; 


CONTAINING 


Pass on that generally miſapplied Paſſage, 
Ch. xi. ver, 18, 


ME 8 tha, 


By a PRIVATE GENTLEMAN, 


That our underſtandings may be free to examine, and reaſon , 
| unbiaſſed give its judgment—we ſhould employ our chief 
Care. Locks, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HE book of Job having found em- 
ployment for many a pen of the firſt 
character, it is more than probable the au- 
thor of the following pages, who is but a 
plain man, will, by the learned world, be 
deemed guilty of great impertinence in pre- 
ſuming to meddle or concern himſelf there- 


with, in the way or manner of criticiſm ; 


as being a theme much too intricate and 
lofty for vulgar elucidation. 


This thought had nearly prevailed ſo far 
as to cauſe an abſolute ſuppreſſion of the 
ſucceeding obſervations ; but upon further 
reflection, he was taught to exclaim, why 
SHOULD HE-NOT? ſeeing the works of 
others will yet remain exactly the ſame they 


were before; and if folly be found with 


him, there it will centre, without affecting 
any other writer whatever, excepting that 
thereby he will ſet their arguments in a 


more advantageous point of view. Beſides, _ 
whatever is advanced, whether by them 
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vi INTRODUCTION. 


whoſe more immediate buſineſs it is, or by 


n 
thoſe who only thus employ the vacant = 
hour, which tends, agreeable to truth and aid 
reaſon, to vindicate any part of the facred Gi 
ſcriptures from the cavils of ſceptics and the 105 
ſneers of 72/idels, ought ſurely to be favoured "ub 
and countenanced rather than cenſured, by 
all who profeſs themſelves intereſted there- | 
in, or concerned for the ſupport thereof. ob 
wr 
Theſe, and the like conſiderations had C 
ſufficient efficacy to determine the comple- on 
tion of what is now offered on this cele- til 
brated, though much controverted ſubject, fin 
the book of Job. ha 
But to give ſome view of the intention of ol 
this little piece; of 
The deſign of it, is, according to the beſt oy 
of the author's abilities, to prove, from 8 
what light the hiſtory itſelf affords, con- by 
nected with ſome chronological accounts in 
other parts of ſcripture, the reality of the by 
perſon of Job; nearly the time in which he 5 


lived, and the country he inhabited; the 
authenticity of his hiſtory; and to offer 


ſome 


INTRODUCTION. vii 


ſome probable conjecture at the writer there- 
of, —A method, it is apprehended, very 
different from what has hitherto been ob- 
ſerved or practiſed. In the courſe of which, 


ſome objections to the truth of the TY 
will be anſwered. 


5 The 3 remarks taken from the 
obſervations of a learned ingenious modern 
writer on the ſubjeQt, the reverend Mr. 
Charles Peters, in his Critical Diſſertation 
on the book of Job, were none of them made 
till after the firſt copy of theſe ſheets was 
finiſhed; before which, the author hereof 
had not ſeen nor known any thing of that 
very valuable compoſition ; but he is much 
pleaſed to find, in ſome particulars, his own 
opinions ſo well ſupported ; declaring alfo 
that he has ſcarcely altered one of his former 
ſentiments, by the peruſal of that ingenious 
work; for in ſome inſtances, he takes the 
liberty to differ therefrom. As for example, 
with reſpe& to the writer of the hiſtory ; 
its antiquity ; the character of Job's three 
friends, &c. &c. 


* "0 
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Io conclude, as the arguments and rea- 
ſonings here uſed, are acknowledged by the 


author, to rely and turn chiefly upon the 


evidence of ſcripture-hiſtory ; if he has 
miſtaken the nature and force of that evi- 
dence, and in conſequence thereof, drawn 


wrong concluſions, he is ſo far from being 


hardy enough to perſiſt in oppoſition to 
ſuperior judgment, that he is ready to re- 


tract upon the firſt fair proof that ſhall be 


offered; deſiring to be conſidered as always 
open and yielding to conviction. 


N. B. The order of progreſſion, as above 

ſet down, will not be ſtriftly attended to ; 
| that being a matter of little or no cf 
quence, 


A 


rel 


* 
” 


P R E F A CE. 


HAT there is not to be found in the 

old Teſtament writings, a hiſtory 
which bears any reſemblance to the book of 
Jos, either for ſtyle or matter; both of 
which are peculiarly ſtriking, as by thoſe 
who have made the experiment is univer- 
ſally acknowledged; and therefore it has 
been the ſubject of much controverſy, not 
only as to the date thereof, but the reality 
alſo of thoſe amazing particulars whereof it 
is compoſed, For, 


On the one ſide it is urged, its being 
received into the canon of ſcripture, is no 
trivial proof or argument of its authenticity 
—and was introduced undoubtedly for the 
ſake of the moral excellencies therein con- 
tained; where it would ſcarcely have found 
its way, had there been the leaſt ſuſpicion 
of its being falſe. or ſpurious; ſince, on 
that ſuppoſition, all its energy had been 
at once deſtroyed, and our dependance on 
the other hiſtorical parts of the ſacred book 
rendered precarious and doubtful. _ 

Some 


x 8 PREFACE. 


Shme: go yet further, allowing i it not only 
to contain a true narrative or long train of 
very ſurpriſing, and moſt intereſting facts 
and events ;. but contend alſo for its being 
the moſt ancient hiſtory in the known 
world *. 


But there are not wanting opponents to 
this opinion ; for, on the other fide, there 
are thoſe who maintain notions of quite an 


oppolite complexion ; while they imagine 
the book of Job to be, neither more nor 


| leſs than. the finiſhed production of ſome 


eaſtern pen, of lofty and fertile invention 

calling it a well-deviſed and fine-wrought, 
but wholly fictitious, hiftorical drama and 
allegory f: which idea they ſupport upon 
the following obſervations, viz. That be- 
ſides the poetical and flowery deſcriptions 
with which it abounds, and which are quite 
foreign to hiſtorical narrative, there are, 


— 


* Of this number is the author of the Crit. Diff. on 
the book of Job, who ſays, p. 93. 8vo, edit. 
4 incline to the ſentiments of thoſe who believe this 
„% hook to be the Xa in the world; that it was 
« written, probably, by 7295 himſelf; and that it 
« contains, in the ith a true hiſtory.” 

+ In this claſs, appears Dr. / arburton. Sce Div. 
Leg. : | 


they 


PREFACE. xi 
they ſay, among the ſeveral remarkable 
characters, ſome which are not in nature, 
and ſo are no where to be met with in plain 
hiſtory; and that not a few of the actions 


ſaid to be performed, and the ſpeeches made, 


are beſt ſuited to the 1 imaginations of a lively 
genius. 


And this they will have to be ſelf- evident 
in the wonderful art of the compoſition, 
which, beſides the pomp and ſublimity of 
ſtyle, is, as to its matter, full of contri- 
vance and machinery: — that 0 himſelf is 
the hero; the cataſtrophe proſperous; and 
the whole plot indeed wonderful ;—yet, 
worthy to be attended to on no other account 
than for the morality it is ſuppoſed to con- 
tain ; but as for the reality of the hiſtory, 
they can by no means allow any thing like 
it. Though they admit there was ſuch a 
perſon as 70, eminent for his character, 
fortitude, and patience; which, it ſeems, 
are © realities ſo unqueſtionable, that a 
“ man muſt 6k aſide ſacred antiquatys be- 


——_—C _—_— n 


— | + 


# Dr. 1 — as as by Mr. P—, pen both of 
the fable and the moral of the book of Job. See Crit. 
Diff. p. 8. 


1 <« fore 
. 


xii EF 


« fore he can admit a doubt concerning 
„ them,“ And ſo far from allowing the 
hiſtory to be of the higheſt antiquity, that 
they ſuppoſe it to have been written © ſome 
e time between the return and thorough 
+ ſettlement of the Jeus in their own 
« country f.“ 


Now certain it is, when different opinions 


are advanced concerning any ſubject, eſpe- 
cially if it be one of any importance, the 


ſureſt way to inveſtigate, is, by an exami- 
nation of and by comparing the ſubject with 
it's ſelf; and alſo how far it may be ſup- 
ported by proofs of unqueſtionable autho- 
rity ; therefore the following obſervations 
concerning the reality of the perſon of Job, 
and the genuineneſs of his hiſtory, are 
chiefly collected from biblical W and 


| connexion. 


— —— tl 


* Crit. Dif, p. 3. compared with p. 5. and 35. 
ſhews that ſuch were the ſentiments of Dr. 7/2 , who 
ſays, We cannot chuſe but conclude the whole to 
be a work of imagination.”—* realities ſo unqueſ- 
- tionable, &c.—When the author's purpoſe is to 
c convey ſome peculiar circumſtantial truths, they 
% have need to be inforced in allegorical repreſenta- 
8 tio 


+ See Div. Leg. vol. ii. p. 503. 


* . 
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REVIEW 
OF THE 


HIS'T O RY oF. JOB. 


T ſeems generally agreed that whoever 


was the author of that admirable com- 
poſition, he book of Fob; or in whatever 
age of the world it was written ; the work 
itſelf carries much of the air of a dramatic 
performance.— But what then? Surely, that 
is no ſufficient reaſon but it may be alſo an 
hiſtorical relation of facts: neither becauſe 
it is a poem, [and perhaps a more ſublime 


one is hard, if not impoſſible, to be met 


with,] ought it, in the leaſt, to be deemed 


a 1 


I am greatly miſtaken, if in every page 
it does not bear ſome ſtriking and indubi- 
table mark of authenticity; and if viewed 


with an unprejudiced eye, am much in- 
B clined 


1. - \# Review of 


clined to- believe that the deſign of the 


hiſtory, which is continued through the 
whole progreſs thereof, is ſomething like 
the following, viz: . 


iſt, To juſtify the conduct of the all- 
wiſe infinite Being, who always ſees 
things as they are, and who in every of 


his providential diſpenſations intends the 
beſt good of all his creatures. 


2dly, To ſhew, that men n 


miſtake characters; and in conſequence 


thereof as frequently draw erroneous and 
falſe concluſions, e to themſelves 
and others. 


3dly, That af iRions i in the 88 ſtate, 
ſimply conſidered, are no proof of the diſ- 


Pleaſure of the Almi 22 but nnr 


are = the contrary. 


4thly, As a general leſſon, by fhewing, 
that the behaviour and conduct of Fob, 
conſidered as a man, was, upon the whole, 
agreeable to truth, reaſon, and nature. 


Now from theſe conſiderations, with the 
ſucceeding remarks concerning the place of 
Job's ſituation and other particulars, I think 
it will appear, with ſufficient evidence, that 
there was in „ ſuch a perſon as 2 

an 


the Hiſtory of JOB. = 
and that the account we have of him is juſt 
and true. | N | 


Therefore, as to the firſt thing, namely, 
that in the hiſtory of Job, the conduct of the 
drome Being is juſtified, &c. Nothing fur- 
ther need be ſaid than, if the interpoſition 
of Providence is viſible through the run of 
the ſacred writings, it is no leſs diſcernable, 
I might have ſaid particularly diſplayed, in 
the hiſtory of 70; for there we find a vir= 
tuous and upright man, after viſitations 
of the moſt afflictive nature, approved 
and commended by Deity himſelf for his 
confeſſion of what was right concerning 
him; and greatly rewarded, by much pro- 
ſperity and length of days, for his patience 
and reſignation under his very amazing and 
diſtreſſing ſcenes of trial *. | 


Concerning the ſecond particular, which 
was, that men frequently miſtake characters, 
drawing therefrom falſe, erroneous, and pre- 
judicial concluſions; we may obſerve, there 
are many examples of this in ſcripture- 
hiſtory ; yet very few more eminent than 


* After this was written, I found in the Crit, Diff. 
8vo edit. p. 37, a paſſage which ſo exactly coincides 
herewith, that I could not well forbear tranſcribing 
it. © Take the ſtory for a true ſtory, and here is a 
« noble example of God's interpoſing to deliver a 
“good man from the deepeſt diſtreſs, when his con- 
os dition was, in a manner, helpleſs.” 


B 2 what 
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what we meet with in that part of the ſacred 
volume now under conſideration; for al- 
though Job was declared, at the beginning 
of the hiſtory, perfect; upright, and one 
that feared God, and eſchewed evil; yet he 
is accuſed by Bildad, one of the three friends 
who came under a pretence to comfort him, 
with the heinous crime of hypocriſy *. 
Zophar alſo inſulted him under the ſame 
character ; and Job took that deſcription 
of the hypocrite*s portion as pointed di- 
rely at himſelf; for he fays,  fuffer me 
& that I may ſpeak, and after that J have 
« ſpoken, mock on . 2 


As to the third obfervaticn of the deſign 


of the hiſtory of Fob, which is, that affic- 
tions in themſelves are no proof of the divine 
diſpleaſure, &c.—it may be ſufficient to ſay, 
that as this doctrine is taught in many other 
places of ſcripture; fo in the book of Fob 
it appears magnificent and glorious! for 


"the Lord accepted the priger. fg Job, and 


turned his captroity \. 


In ſupport of the fourth ematk, which 


is, that the repreſentation of the conduct of 
Job is agreeable to truth, reaſon and nature, 
and as ſuch affords a general leſſon of inſtruc- 
ton ; ; It may be aſked, Where is the abſur- 


* See Job, ch. viii. ver. 6. 
to the end. 4 Ch, xxi. ver. 3. 


$ Ch. . 10. 


: ET Aity, 


12. 1 


the Hiſtory of JOB 5 


dity, of what ſign of fiction and imagina- 
tion only is there in Job's offering burnt- 
offerings, through a reverence of a juſt and 
holy God, and the paternal affection for 
his own children; whom he feared might 
have incurred the anger of the Almighty, 
by ſome criminal commiſſion during the 
days of their indulgence and feaſting ? 
which cauſed that tender and pathetic ex- 
clamation, It may be my ſons have ſinned, 
« and curſed (or — God in their 
* hearts “!“ 


Again, could there be any thing more 
reaſonable or natural than, in token of ex- 
treme ſorrow, cauſed by ſuch complicated 
affliction, for Fob to ſhave his head f, and 
rend his mantle * Or that he, being a good 
man, ſhould fall down upon the ground and 
worſhipt2 Either, that he, being upright, 
fearing God, and eſchewing. evil, ſhould 
lay, bleſſed be the name of the Lord $; And 
what could be more agreeable to reaſon, 
than the hiſtorian's obſervation upon Job's 
conduct, after he had ſo wiſely and piouſly 
corrected his wife's raſh and haſty expreſ- 
on? In all bie did not Job fin with his 


8 Ch. i. 5. Of which exprefijon, ſee a remark in 
p. 9. If any thing of ſo low a date may be al- 
lowed applicable to the preſent caſe of ſhaving to ex- 
preſs forrow., See Jer, vii, 29.—xli. 5. 

t Ver. ab. Ver 21. 
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6 A Review of 
lips*! Neither could any thing be more 
becoming the character of Job, than his 
ſubmiſhve anſwer to the fooliſh advice of 
that inconſiderate woman; ſhall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and ſhall we not 


receive evil f? 


Here I cannot avoid making an obſerva. 
tion in favour of the conduct of Job's wife; 
which conduct indeed is almoſt univerſally 
condemned. | 


I am inclined to think, if ſhe actually 
made uſe of the word Nn barec, it was 
not in the ſenſe uſually put upon it in this 
place; for if the word means not only to 
bleſs, but to ſalute, or give the knee, (and 
there are but four more places in all the 
bible where it can be ſuppoſed to have an 
oppolite meaning Þ, if they even can be de- 
fended,) I ſhould imagine, ſhe had ſuch an 
high opinion of her huſband's innocence, 
that ſhe might mean to adviſe him, ſeeing 
notwithſtanding his uprightneſs, he was 
thus amazingly afflicted, (if he could ſtill 
retain his integrity and juſtify himſelf,) 7- 
go and kneel or bow down before God, and 
plead, or, as it were, expoſtulate with him 


concerning the reaſon of theſe dreadful calami- 


— 


* Ch, ii. ver. 10. + Ibid, f Ch: i. ver. 5 
and 11. ch. ii. 5—1 Kings, i. 13. 


Lo ad 


tres) 
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tres — even though be ſhould die x. If this 
ſenſe of her expreſſions be allowed, it will 
juſtify Job's wiſe rebuke for her inconſide- 
tateneſs, while as he ſtill poſſeſſed his ſoul 
in ſubmiſſive patience, crying out, Thou 
e ſpeakeſt as a raſh, thoughtleſs, or fooliſh 
« woman; what, hall we receive good at 
« the hand of God, and ſhall we not receive 


evil?“ Indeed, it ſhould ſeem, that God 
himſelf did not behold her as an impious 


or blaſphemous woman; in as much as we 
find from the ſequel of the hiſtory, ſhe was 
made a great inſtrument in Job's future 


and remarkable proſperity ; ſhe becoming, 


after the great calamity, the mother of ſeven 
ſons, and three moſt beautiful daughters.— 


I ſay, ſhe was their mother, becauſe we 


have no intimation that Fob had any other 
wile: Le Oe 


Doubtleſs this explication of du] n 
ND), Curſe God, and die, will be much op- 
poſed, as being quite contrary to received 


opinion: but what if any probable ar- 


gument can be advanced that Dy N DX 
7272! T2Þ im lo yal paneca jebarececa f, may 
be differently rendered, yet preſerving the 


_e 
” 


„„ gives her words a different turn, and 

ſuppoſes ſhe thought Fob was guilty of ſome fecret 

fins, —and “ that ſhe ſeems to infinuate as if he had 

* beſt ſtarve himſelf, or ſome way or other put an 

end to his wretched life.” See Crit. Dif. p. 55. 
+ Ch. i. ver. 11. | | 
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5 A Review of 
main of the idea which that text is generally 
ſuppoſed to convey; I lay, if it can be 
ſhewn that there is no neceſſity to read 
e and he will curſe thee to thy face, will 
it not in ſome meaſure ſupport the above 
conjeQures relative to Job's wife? 


&, 


Let us try the ſue, 


Ld of and he will curſe _ Ge. the 
margin, as ſuppoſed to be nearer to the 


Hebrew, reads, be curſe thee not te 1 
Face. 


Now, as DX is tranſlated oy 2 | 
utrum, &c. it ſignifies (as connexion ſhall 


require) % whether, for as much as, or af- 


ter that; and as Na means [to bleſs], it is 


ſubmitted whether the text may not be.read 
thus, ut forth thine hand now, and touch 


all that be hath, [after that, (not,) or he 


will not, before or to thy face, bleſs thee; 


or, for as much as then he,wwill. not bleſs thee 


to thy face - which indeed he affected and 
pretended to do, when a, hedge was about 
him, &c. making an appearance of fearing 
God, by offering burnt-offerings on aecount 
of his ſons, leſt they ſhould have ſinned in 
the days of their feaſting. If then this 
reading be admitted, we ſee there is no ne- 


ceſſity, even in this place, to render barec, 


curſe, but rather 4/z/5,—S0 in the caſe before 
| g us 


| the Hiſtory of JOB. 9 
us concerning Job's wife, I am perſuaded 
the text ſhould read, 5% God, and die;“ 
for on the ſuppoſition that ſhe thought her 
huſband innocent, at leaſt of any enormous 
crimes, tho? ſhe was ſomewhat over-haſty 
and raſh, ſhe adviſed him to vindicate him- 
ſelf before his Maker, if he could but till 
retain his integrity, and ſo 5% or do reve- 
rence to God, though the conſequence 
AOL be his immediate death, 


Again, aw it is ſaid, ch. i. ver. $,— 
It may be that my ſons have ſinned, and 
i curſed God in their hearts.”—lt is gene- 
rally ſuppoſed that to render N78 12121 
u-berecu Elohim, and curſed God, is in good 
connexion with the words preceding, N 
22 chate-u banai, my ſons have ſinned; 
and may ſupport the tranſlation of ch. ii. 
ver. 9. MN) don 2 barec Elohim 4 
mut h, into curſe God, and die. Let, if the 
following ſuppoſition be allowable, the 5th 
ver. of the 1ft ch. will have a ſomewhat 
different appearance. I am ſenſible it may 
be termed begging the queſtion; but how- 
ever, the obſervation I would make is this, 
namely, That it is far from impoſſible but 
the little word (&), i. e. ot, may by 
ſome accident have eſcaped the text; and if 
ſo, the reading will run admirably well 
thus,“ It may be that my ſons have ſinned, 

b and [no] bleſſed God in their hearts.“ 


That 
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That is, in their merriment they forgot 
God *. And here it may be worth while 
to attend to the direction, commandment, 


and caution which Moſes gave the Mraelites 
in the th chap. of Deuteronomy, where, 


after commanding them to love the Lord 
with all their heart, &c. he ſays, “ when 
« the Lord thy God ſhall have brought 
% thee into the land which he ſware unto 
„ thy fathers—when thou ſhalt have eaten 
c and be full; then beware leſt thou for- 
get the Lord, &c.“ But ſhould the in- 
ſerting No, be called an interpolation; may 
not the paſlage as it now ſtands be read, 


It may be my ſons have ſinned, and 


0 þlefjed God in their hearts?“ Which may 
be paraphraſed thus, I greatly fear my 
« ſons have committed a great error, and 
« blefjſed God when their hearts were over- 
* charged and merry through feaſting ;” 
or in other words, © when they were 
* drunken; and thereby added crime to 
« crime.” For Job well knew ſuch kind 
of homage could no way be acceptable to a 
pure and holy God; and therefore he offered 
burnt-offerings, by way of attonement for 
their ſuppoſed miſconduct. 


\ * 
8 ** 


— 


* Some time after this was written, I caſt my eye 


on Prov. xxx. 11. where I found what is in point, viz. 


Y V9 JN NR) and doth not bleſs their mother. 


From. 


J ² vw ß / 


1 3 0 r 1 „ wind 


the Hiftory of JOB. 11 
From what is above advanced, I think 
we are not obliged in any of the before 
cited paſſages to render the verb Yi barac, 
to curſe, but rather bleſs. Yet, if I am 
miſtaken, I entreat forgiveneſs; having only, 
as it appeared to me, endeavoured to ac- 
commodate a word, according to its beſt 
ſenſe and moſt uſual meaning, to a few 
paſſages which are rendered very harſh, and 
ſomewhat unintelligible, by giving it an op- 
poſite, or at leaſt, dubious ſignification. 


Before we quit this ſubject, it may not 
be amiſs to obſerve, that though Dr. W— as 
beſt fuiting his ſcheme of allegory, looks 
on Job's wife as an idolater, or an adul- 
tereſs *; we do not find that an adulterer, 
whether natural or ſpiritual, is called 923, 
but N f. Beſides, I think from Man 
The is likened to one of the very fooliſh, 
that is, ſimple women, who want conſi- 
deration, and not to a whore, or idolater; 
for the root 933 ſignifies billy, unwiſe, or 
perverſe, as in Deut. ch. xxxii. 6. 0 
% fooliſh people and unwile ;* alſo it ſig- 
nifies to flag, or grow faint, as a withered 
flower, J. xl. 7. therefore ſhould ſuppoſe 
in the preſent caſe, that Job looked on his 
wife as no other than a ſimple woman, 
giving her fooliſh advice, not from the 


—— 
_ — ——_—_ — . 


D. L. v. 2. p. $17. + See Exod, XX, 14. 
Lev. xx. 10.—f f. IvIi. 3.—Jer. iii. 8, 9. 


wickedneſs 
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wickedneſs of her heart, but through the 
weakneſs of her reaſoning powers ; account- 
ing her as one who could not patiently en- 
dure, but would yield or faint under cala- 
mity; and who thought it much better for 


her - huſband to plead his own jnnocence 


before God, and ſhew, that he was- not 
deſerving of ſo much miſery, though death 
itſelf ſhould be the immediate conſequence, 


than to bear ſuch dreadful diſtreſſes as now 


crpuded ſo faſt upon him, 


In this connexion, I apprehend Job's 
anſwer will better harmonize than it poſ- 
ſibly can do by ſuppoſing his wife an ido- 
later, or an adultereſs, Neither can I ſee 
any reaſon, if. Job was areal man, one who 
feared God and eſchewed evil, to imagine 
he would ever have entered into the matri- 
monial relation with a perſon of ſo oppoſite 
a character, if ſhe was what the Dr. would 


repreſent her to have been. 


Having thus delivered my ſentiments 


concerning Job's wife, ſhall reſume my for- 
mer plan by obſerving further, that 


If we advert to the run of Jo's language, 
we ſhall find it not only replete with the 
moſt pathetic oratory, but alſo the true and 
genuine voice of humanity, ftruggling under 
the levereſt and moſt complicated. diſtreſſes 
imaginable ; 


the Hyftory of JOB. 14 
imaginable; and ſuch an one as art alone 


| 


could never dictate. 5 


Not A feipned, but a heart-felt ſorrow, 
even a bitterneſs of ſoul, is every where ex- 
preſſed in the moſt natur al and lively man- 
ner by poor afflicted 706, Yet with a reſig- 
nation as remarkable as the greatneſs of 
his calamities.— And, which is a noble 
proof of the genuineneſs of the hiſtory, we 
never find, however the character of Job is 
exalted, that he is more than an; for 
notwithſtanding all his ſubmiſſion to his 
painful allotment, he is ſometimes repre- 
ſented fo far overpowered thereby as to fall 
into, what at firſt ſight, at leaſt, may be 
called indecent and unbecoming expreſſions. 
Though theſe perhaps when rightly and 
thoroughly conſidered, will not appear ſo 
diſadvantageous to the character of Fob as 
ſome are willing to * 


Before I proceed to prove the reality o of 
the perſon of Job, from the place of his 
habitation, and other particulars, thall make 
ſome obſervations concerning the writer of 
the hiſtory; a matter which is not yet 
ſettled, and perhaps never may be; and 
endeavour to anſwer ſome objections made 
both againſt 706 himſelf, and the truth of 
the facts related of him. 


= 
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Dr. W— will have Ezra to be the au- 
thor; and perhaps for this reaſon, viz. as 
he takes the book of Fob to be no other 
than an allegorical inſtruction for the Fews 
after. their return from captivity, he could 


find no other perſon ſo fit for the buſineſs. 


But in anſwer to this, without mention- 
ing any thing further, which might eaſily 
be done, how could Ezetzel in his propheſy, 
which was written * about four years before 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, mention any 
thing about Fob, if Ezra was the author of 
the hiſtory ? Since what Ezra wrote, was 


to comfort the Fews after their return from 


their ſeventy years . 


The author of the Crit. Diff, thinks Job 
| himſelf was the writer of his own hiſtory t; 
and thinks alſo that he was inſpired 4. But 
if Job was not the author, he ſuppoſes it 
beſt attributed to Moſes, or, at leaſt, that he 
was the tranſlator ; for he ſays, next to 
« Job himſelf, perhaps None can have : a 
_ better title to it d.“ 


Tis true, there was time ſufficient for 
Job to have written his own hiſtory ; for he 
lived an hundred and forty years after his 


* At leaft that part of it where Job, Daniel and 
Noah are mentioned. According to Prid. Connect. 


+ Page 93, 97. {P, 116, CP. 88. 
calamity 3 


the Hiftory of JOB. = 
calamity 3 and though he poſſibly might 
have written ſome what of the ſubſtance of 
his own ſtory, for the information and en- 
tertainment of his friends and acquaint- 
ance, yet I am fatisfied he did not com plete 
it, in its preſent form, at leaſt, ſince it is 


hardly ſuppoſeable but he would have foared 


many of the ſelf-complimentary expreſſions 
we now meet with. This however is evi- 
dent, he could not ſay, * /o Job died, being 
« old and full of 4e ?? But that it is ſo 
ſaid, is accounted for thus, Fob did not 
« write the cloſe of the hiſtory.” They 
might as well have ſaid, nor the beginning 
neither. —To me it appears that the book 
of Job is hiſtorical and narrative, from the 
beginning to the end thereof : and that Job 


had no concern in the compilation, I OG 


as a regular hiſtory. 


Mr. P— ſays T, © we have reaſon to 


% conclude 9 he” (i. e. the writer of 
the hiſtory) „ muſt have been a prophet 


indeed, that is, an inſpired perſon; and 
a little lower ſays,.— “ I would infer the 
probability that 70 himſelf was the writer 
of his own ſtory. Of whole inſpiration we 
have (I think) very clear evidence in this 
book,” The evidence he gives immedi- 
ately follows, and is this, I mean, from 


© thoſe remarkable words of his to Got, 
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« ch; xlii. 5. I have heard of thee by th, 


<6 hearing of the ear, but now mine eye ſeeth 
46-thee.” _ SOT un Ne 


* 


Allowing Job to have been thrown into 


aà trance, which Mr. P— ſuppoſes to have 


been the caſe *, when he ſaid, „I have 
c heard of thee, &c.“ the moſt that can be 
gathered from it ſeems to be, that we find 
Fob had a great favour beſtowed upon him; 
but I confeſs, I am too dull to difcern that 
the nature of the compoſition required any in- 
Hiration whatever f, or that it was any way 


"neceſſary for 7a to be inſpired in order to 


write his own ſtory: neither does it prove 
him the writer thereof any. more than, 
% There was a man in the land of Uz,” will 
prove it; for the hiſtory only informs us, 
of a very remarkable event which happened 
to Job after Elibu had reproved him. | 


The deſign of the viſion, as Mr. P. calls 
it, or of the Lord's anſwering Job ouf of the 
2whirkoind, as the text has it, ſeems to have 
been to inform Fob, much more perfectly 
than Elibu had done, of the greatneſs, ma- 
zeſty, and power of God; and conſequently, 
of his wiſdom and juſtice both in creation and 
providence; and ſo 70 underſtood it, for 
his anſwer was, I have heard of” thee by 
« the hearing of the ear; but now mine eye 


1 


_ 


6 | feeth 


e 


| the Hifory of JOB. 17 
60 fſeeth thee.” Which in plain language, 


is, I have now had ſuch ſufficient evidence 
of thy perfections, that I perceive thee as 


plainly as if my bodily eye had beheld thee; 
—and the conſequence was, that he ab- 
horred himſelf in duſt and aſhes. But how 
this proves Fob to have been the writer of 


his own hiſtory is, to me, not ſo clear as it 


poſſibly may be to other 8. 
Some have Mete that Moſes wrote 


the hiſtory of Fob whilſt he was among the 


Midianites. And biſhop Patrick, as Mr. 
P— obſerves, ſays in the preface to his 
paraphraſe on Fob, ** This book gives ſo 
* high an encouragement to faith and pa- 


« tience, and contains ſuch powerful com- 


s forts for the afflicted, that the old tradi- 


« tion is, Moſes could not find any thing 
« 


15 


the Maelites in their Egyptian bondage: 
and therefore took the pains to tranſlate 
it into their language from the Syriac, 
wherein it was firſt written. Thus he, 
who writes the commentaries upon this 
book under the name of Origen, tells us; 
that he found in antiquorum dictis, in the 
* ſayings of the ancients, that when Moſes 


c 
cc 
cc 
(e 
cc 


> 


« was ſent by God into Egypt, and beheld the 
c afflictions of the children of 1/rae/ to be ſo 


„ grievous, that nothing he could ſay was 


«© ahle to comfort them in their lamentable 


C 60 condition, 
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4e condition, he declared to them the ter- 


*« xible ſufferings of Job, with his happy ſto 
e deliverance; and ſetting them down in ſo 
„ writing al. gave this book to that diſ- - 
“ treſled people.” What compariſon will ter 
4 Dr. I. s opinion bear with this! Yet, an 
= - here is no proof that Moſes was any other ye; 
. than a tranflator. And ſuch perhaps he ge! 
Was, and might reduce it into ſomewhat qu 
like its preſent form; and if fo, it may fo 
account in ſome meaſure for what will here- ſtic 


after be noticed *. But to ſay no more con- 


cerning the opinion of others in a matter Co 
which, hitherto- is undecided, permit me to Eh 
deliver my Mn; which is, that E/hu ren 
was probably the firſt penman of the hiſ- to 
tory. of Job. and that for the following yet 
reaſons, viz. 1ſt, He was by much the wa 
youngeſt. of all the perſons mentioned as ing 
Having any acquaintance with Feb and his = 
Pe. 
YE a ny den 
* Indeed the conſtruction of the hiftory as it now. and 
ſtands in our bibles, the ſublimity of expreſſion, and of 1 
the other poetical ornaments with which it every where this 
abounds, may, naturally enough, direct us to the pen | 18 
of Moſes; and is no defpicable argument that he in "of 
reality was the tranſlator ; for ſurely, one better ſuited #282 
in every particular for ſuch a work, either as an hiſto- 
1 rian or a poet, eſpecially in that part and age of the . 
1 world; whofe. knowledge and genius. was peculiarly- tem 
4 adapted. to ſuch a ſubject, and who was alſo inti- from 
i} mately concerned to. vindicate the Almighty in- his ther 
| providential Eons, is, in truth, very difficult to ' ſeem 
i; be met with, _ do n 


+5 | . ſtory; Elth 


— aug . 
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ſtory; and "tis moſt likely did out-live Jab; 
ſo that he might well aſcertain, amon 
other things, that Job gave his three daugh- 
ters an Inheritance among their brethren, 
and that he lived an hundred and forty 


years after his affliction, and faw his fourth 


generation. 2d, That Elihu was well ac- 
quainted with the ſeveral particulars of 


Job's hiſtory, I ſuppoſe will not be que- 


ſtioned ;—he ſays to Fob, © Behold I am 
a according to thy wiſh in God's ftead.” 
Comp. ch. ix. 33. and ch. xxxiit. 6. Again, 
Elibu was one of a moſt amiable characker, and 
remarkable modeſty ; for though his zeal 
to juſtify God was equally warm and active, 
yet he was ſo collected and humble as to 
wait till his elders had refrained from fpeak= 
ing, not daring to utter his opinion till 
they were ſilent; and even when he did 
ſpeak, his ſpeech. was prefaced with difft- 
dence and decency, aſcribing the knowledge 
and underftanding of mar to the infpiration 
of the Almighty : at the ſame time making 
this noble declaration, Let me not I pray 


3 pan, accept * man's. ee neither let 


r 


ä td: adit; „ 


FY J rr 


nr STAY Elibz did not 8 Jes with the ſame 
temper that the three friends did; for he only e eollects 


from the converſation, and founds his arguments 
thereon—and tho” miftaken in Job's charzt ter, he 


ſeems to have been ſincere and honeſt—therefore, I 
do not ſee why ſo gread a man as Gretius ſhould think | 


Elihu was condemned with the. reſt, 
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& me give flattering titles unto man; fr 1 1 ? 
« Znow not to give flattering titles,” (in ſo : 
doing) « my. Maker would ſeon tate me * 
aua. Therefore who was ſo fit as an 1 
Elibu. to relate facts as they really hap- 
pened? But once more; {which I mention 
with deference and ſubmiſſion to ſuperior x 
| characters, who ſuppoſe Job the author of 1 
| his. own (hiſtory) Elibu being little more ; 
. than a ſpectator, whoſe mind was not diſ- 
5 turbed nor diſtreſſed like that of Fob; but, ” 
Y on the contrary, was free and at leiſure to 1 
7 examine and recollect the different circum- a 
A ſtances of the affliction, the complaint, the 1 
1 dialogue, accuſation, defence, &c. he, I f 
1 ſay, was thereby much better qualified, and : 
F prepared, than even 7 himſelf, to give a 7 
9 circumſtantial detail of the various particu- # 
# lars which compoſe this 'very remarkable | 
NY meh But in order to come to my 8 
bi e 
5 n the her of the hiſtory of Fab, , 
bd at leaſt the poſſibility of his having ſo been, is in ſome ce 
11 meaſure countenanced by Mr. Pais tho' I ſaw not 40 
N his book till a conſiderable time after this was written ; 60 
1 and notwithſtanding the learned and ingenious author 40 
if of the Crit. Diff. is of opinion that Job himſelf was C00 
5 the writer of his own ſtory; J muſt confeſs, I was not ce 
alt a little pleaſed to find in the ninth ſection of that work, WI 
Wl the following paragraph, It” (that is, the hiſtory) W 
a oe has ſuch an air of truth throughout, the ſeveral hit 
7 <« paſſions of the ſpeakers kindling with the heat of W. 
Ry te the debate, and every one fo earneſt in the point he be 
40 % would defend; that one is ae; led to conclude 6 
a HE that : 
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the Hijtory J JOB. 21 
principal deſign, I ſhall endeavour to an- 
{wer ſome objections made both againſt the 
reality of the perſon of Job, and the u 
of the facts related concerning him. 


One objection i is, That whereas FRY mot 
aneient and beſt writers on the ſubject, ſup- 
poſe Fob to have been before Myſes; and 


that he was to be conſidered as an example, 


being a perſon that feared God and efthewed 
evil; who did not behold the ſun when it 
ſhined, nor the moon Bt gc. in brightneſs ; 
whoſe heart had not been ſecretly inticed, and 


whoſe mouth had not 72 bis hand ; that i 18, 


who had not given himſelf up to commit 
idolatry; and who was moreover he greateſt 
of all the men of the eaſt; how comes it to 
paſs that he is not once mentioned, in what 
is called the Pentateuch, or five books of 
Mz/es, as a pattern of patience under afflic- 
tion; and as one who would not remove his- 


— ” ET 


* 


c that it was taken from the life, and recorded by one 
who was preſent at the converſation, while the 
ſubſtance of it was {till freſh upon his memory : if not 
Job himſelf, (which ſeems to me moſt probable}? 
perhaps the youngeſt of the company, Elibu; Who 
might live long enough to add the account of ob's - 
« death tothe other circumſtances of his felici: y.“ From 
which I would obſerve, that Mr. P- thinks Elibn 
was concerned, at leaſt in ſome degree, in writing the- 


cc 


hiſtory of Fob ; ,—and to me it appears the whole work 


was originally his. Lightfoot ſuppoſes Eliby to have 
been the author cf the book of eb. 
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integrity till he died; for the obſervance of 
which he was amply rewarded with long life 


and great proſperity; if Moſes knew or be- 


lieved any thing at all of ſuch a matter ? And 
more eſpecially, as great part of the office 
of Moſes, was, to prevent the children of 
Iſrael, who were very attentive to his di- 
rections, from falling into any kind of 
idolatry ; and to ſerve the Lord, who only 
n bleſs their bread and their water “? 


In er to this, et it be . that 
as Moſes ated by divine appointment, he 
was ſufficiently inſtructed, (inſpired if you 
pleaſe,) how to behave both in his leg 1 
tive and prophetic character; and that We 
ever well he might be acquainted with the 
hiſtory of Job, and underſtood its tendency, 
yet his buſineſs was to teach and inſtruc 


the children of {/rael by declaring to them the 


commandments 'of Jehovah ; nor was there 
any place for Moſes, as a lawgiver under 
| God to the Maelites, to introduce any thing 
eoncerning ob or his hiſtory, Accordingly 
we find, he never mentions either perſons 
or things, but what are immediately con- 
nected with the people he was ta govern. 
Now we know, that the concern of Moſes 


was with the line of Jacob; therefore any 
inſtructions taken from events happening 1 2» 


A Exod. ch, iſ Ver, 24, 25. 
4 
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the Hiftory of JOB. 23 
a country where Eſau and his family had 
their habitations, (which was the place 
where Job dwelt) could never have been in 
any degree efficacious. And Moſes ſeems 
induſtriouſly to have avoided all mention 
of Efau, his family and deſcendants, the 
lands of their poſſeſſion, and every thing 
concerning them, excepting where the 
tranſactions of the two brothers, &c. are ſo 


blended that it would have rendered his 


hiſtory imperfect without it; therefore the 
ſilence of the pentateuch with reſpect to 
Job, is, I apprehend, an argument of no 
force againſt the reality of his perſon, or 
the truth of his hiſtory. . 


Another objection to the facts as related 
in the hiſtory of Job, is, that himſelf, and 
his three friends, who came, it is ſaid, with 
purpoſe of mind to comfort him, ſhould fit 

for Jeven whole days and nights intirely 
ſilent in the duſt, or upon the ground, giv- 
ing way to nothing but grief and ſorrow! 
Monſ. Le Clerc is among ſeveral others of 
this complexion. : 


J anſwer, fo indeed the account ſtands in 
the hiſtory ; but if it be allowed, 1 
w general opinion, that the book of Fo 
had its preſent poetical form from Maſes; 
I am much inclined to ſuppoſe, a little con- 
ſideration would make all wonder, coneern- 


84 ing 


* 
3 


— + —_ a 

= wo - P, Ex 
4 as * * — —_ 
FI = the EL He 
8 


2 * * C 
r 23 2 F 
. - 1 by 1 2 * bo bs TE - * 
1 ee 1 
3 2 


. — — — 
— LIE — 
„„ 
= 3 >< a. 
Ts. 4 — - + 2 - 
— 2 * 3 


TEE] 


AAA r 


61 

47 
* 5 
"7 l 5 
my 

" 
a 4 \ 
. 
Ul 
* 

YL * 

*. 1 

. \ 
2 

=s 

40 
430 1 
„ 

*. 

x j 

” - 
boy 
+ *. 9 H 
7 ow 
* at 

9 
* 8 
1% 
# 

_ q 
PL 
WEE, 7 

5 7 

T's. 

5 
+" 
* c 
Ws. 
15 
9 
EIN 
[5 

1 
* 

* © 

WM, 

bf 
. * 6 it 
. 

N 
$4.8 
1 
Nee 
qi * 

| 1 | 
A 
N T 
4 j 
W. 4 o 

', A 
ag") 

a hl +2 

Ch 1 

* 

72 

53 4 

" $7, 
178 

FY 
4 
1 
1 

1 * 
1 
EW 

Wh U 
Wy © 
1 0 
F"; * 

GE. 

* 
* 1 
[ * 

* Fac 
riß 
« #5 
* 
4 [ 

* 
ks. 

. 

1 
94 
* * 

þ 
TS x 6 
64 

44M. 
q 7 
1 . 

1 

13 j 

* SF l 4 

3 
=o 

" WW 
"a 
F * 4 of 

N a 

. 

f n i . 
"+7 360 
4 * 

TY * * 1 

* * e „ 

Y 1 

* 

% * 4:8 

+3 . 

05 . . * 

46.5 

-% 4% * 

br 
” * 
"4 497 

=. 
12 (4 

4 * o q 

- 5 

7 L \ * 

KL 

JS i 
4 

WH 
1 * 
1 1 

TE... 

{ 

pe 
a SARS 
” i . 
383 

"Iz 
& ff 

92 G 
. 1 

= =C. f ] 
* 

$$ 

"4+ V2 
ue " 

I £74488 
l 
* 4 "4 
= y ; 
$7 | b 
wi +. C 
| +. 
; a 
U 4 
4. 
+ Q& 
i 
N 

. 

n 
e 
< * 1 
* 4 
8; 
E's 
+ 
"oh 


zX%, YE a0 


> 
2 —— nn 
” 


— — 
— 
— 


2 — FS 4 


2 2 -» 
I 
1 


SW, _ 

— I 

=D "= =» 
Gd 1 


— —— — 3 


- Ss. 7%. — 
3 


32 — 
TEE ET ne ART - 
7777 


* FI 


"#4 N 2 2 — BAC - * 
. SSIS ES >= 3 


- 
— As — 
2 : > 
— > 22 
= F 


- — 
* n 5 3 
Rn — — 5 — 


as - A Review o 
ing the number ſeven, ſubſide ; for tis 


well known, that Moſes did not always 


mean by that number, what is now gene- 
zally underſtood thereby ; for beſide other 
different ſignifications, he uſed it as expreſ- 
five of many, or ſeveral-—So if Iſrael was 
diſobedient, they were threatened to be pu- 
niſhed / ven times more *. Again, if they 
hearkened to the voice of the Lord, their 
enemies ſhould come out againſt them one 
way, and flee before them ſeyen Ways; 
but if they hearkened not to the voice of 
the Lord, they ſhould go out one way 


againſt their enemies, but flee before them 


eden ways T. Now I ſuppoſe, there is no 


one but can very well accommodate thoſe 
paſſages, without confining their ideas 
ſtrictly to an unit {even times multiplied ; 
and therefore in the preſent caſe, what can 
be more natural than to give this meaning 


to the expreſſion ſeven days and ſeven nights, 


namely, a lang or conſiderable time they were 
in amaze and filent when they beheld the un- 
. grief of Job? To me, this 18 a 


etter ſenſe than what appears, on the face 
of the hiſtory for even allowing Fob him- 


ſelf to have been ſo far overwhelmed by his 
afflictions, as to ſit abſolutely ſilent - 
that period waere IS It ſeems 1 much too 


9 


—} 
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* Lev. ch. xxvi. ver. 18, 21, 24, and 28. 
+ Deut. ch. xxviji. ver. 75 25: * 
long 
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the Hiſtory of JOB. — 25 
Jong for his three friends to have been cap- 
able of ſo doing, and' bearing unrefreſhed 


the urgent calls of nature; ſince their ſor- 


row bore no proportion: to that of Job. 


by WO FAT them to IV been real 
friends greatly concerned at Job's afflictions, 
and intended to comfort him; it muſt be 
owned, they performed their parts exceed- 
ingly ill, to ſit for ſeven days together with+ 
out uttering a ſingle word; that, being an 
act of cruelty, as it tended rather to encreaſe 
and heighten, than alleviate and leſſen his 
miſery, And a further reaſon why the 
phraſe /even, ſhould not here be underſtood 
according to its primary ſignification, I ſup- 
poſe to be, that if Job's three friends fat on 
the ground with him, one ſpeaking a 
word to him for ſo long a time; Job himſelf 
muſt have been in that condition much 
longer, for in that poſture they found him; 
not immediately on the commencement of 
his afflictions, but after they had heard of 
the evil that had come upon him, every one 
at his own place, and had made an ap- 
pointment, &c.— Now in this caſe, as no 
one ſpoke to Job, we are not to ſuppoſe he 
received any ſuſtenance; [and it is obſerved 
of man, that an intire abſtinence for ſix or 
ſeven days from ſolid food brings on death; 
though there have been ſome rare examples 
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26 INN 
to the contrary ] to which muſt be added, 
his aftoniſhing grief aſſiſting to deſtroy his 
body: is it then ſuppoſeable that after ſuch 
a ſcene, they ſhould all of them be able to 
enter ſo ſuddenly, ſo warmly, and ſo vigo- 
rouſly into ſuch a long and remarkable con- 
verſation and diſpute, ' where accufations on 
one fide, and defence on the other, are 
ſupported and carried on with great ſtrength 
of argument: | 


It is true indeed, that Ezekiel is ſaid to 
have fat and remained /ever days aſtoniſhed, 
and at the end of the ſeven days the word 
of the Lord came to him 7. But unleſs 1 
am miſtaken, this 1s little or nothing to the 
preſent purpoſe; — for the matter of Ezekel 
was quite peculiar, he being a prophet, and 
charged with a great commiſſion to the 
people of 1/-ae/; which was a very diffe- 
rent caſe from that of Job and his three 
friends.—I am inclined to think, as to the 
affair of Ezekiel, that the connexion may 
not unnaturally lead us to look on the cir- 
cutnſtance of ſitting ſever days, &c. as part 
pf a viſion. But if Egefrel did actually fit 
feven days by the river Chebar aſtoniſhed, 
or as it were ſtruck dumb, I ſhould fuppoſe 
the meaning to be, that during that time 


- 1 


* See Cyclop. under the article Hunger. 
FT Ch. ii, ver. 15, 16. | 2 


he 
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the Hiftery of JOB. a 
he did not {could not) exerciſe his prophetic 
character; for it was not till the end of 
ſeven days that the word of the Lord came to 
him, directing him in what manner he 
ſhould give warning to the houſe of Marl; 
—and ſuch a ſilence, even if it was total, 
and the aſtoniſhment he expreſſed, knowing 
what was coming upon them, was a moſt 

remarkable inforcement and preparation for 
the people to attend to what he ſhould 


* deliver *, 


But once more, I think it can ſcarcely be 
ſuppoſed, that Job's three friends could be 
ſo much affected with his condition, and 
have their concern for him ſo greatly ex- 
cited, as that every one of them ſhould be 
wholly ſilent for /even complete days and 
nights; and at laſt, ſuffer 7a himſelf to 
break that ſilence by uttering a long and 
bitter complaint. Vet if the literal meaning 
is contended for; will it be criminal to 
ſuppoſe, that Job only ſat ſilent during the 
period of / b,] intire days? and that an 
ellipſis has happened to the text; the ſup- 
plying of which would inſtruct us to read 
the paſſage thus, /5 they fate down with him 


upon the ground [the remainder or reſidue 


3 


—_ 


— — 


* Comp. alſo with the fore- mentioned verſes, ver. 


22d to the end, which eyidently proves that Ezekiel 
had } here a viſſon. 
of] 
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of] ſeven days and ſeven. niehes 2 But ſhall 


ſubmit this conjecture to the deciſion of the 
learned; ſince we ought to be cautious of 


3 with ſeripture, either by alteration 


or addition *, . A 


Afier all, perhaps we may reſt the mat- 
ter here; as no one can prove it impoſſible 
but that Job's friends might really fit for 
ſeven whole days and nights in abſolute 
filence and aſtoniſhment ; for they faw that 
hrs grief was very great therefore, whe- 
ther the number /e ven may be taken literally, 
or otherwiſe, the objection to the truth of 
the hiſtory ſeems by no means formidable, 


Another objection to the a of Job's 
perſon and the truth of his hiſtory is, the 
amazing greatneſs and peculiarity of his 
afflictions. | 


This obſervation is of. no conſequence, 
and can have no weight, . unleſs it could be 


proved, it was abſolutely impoſſible for ſuch 


events to befal one perſon. But aſſuredly, 
there is no abſurdity in the idea, that pow- 
erful enemies might form a deſign, and 


actually deprive Job of his cattle, flaying 


r 
* 


* Here I might aſk, who is a ſtranger to the nume- 


rous ſu pplivs of connexion made by the tranſlators of. 


the Bible? 


ſome 
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: the Hiftory of JOB. 29 
ſome of his ſervants, while one and another 
might with difficulty eſcape to be the me- 
lancholy meſſengers thereof; that a ſtrong 
wind might throw down the houſe where 
his children were met, and be the means 
of their death; and that himſelf alſo might 
be ſeized with ſome very violent bodily 
diſeaſe. And if this be granted, who can 


deny but that all theſe calamities might 


happen at nearly one and the ſame time ? 
If the truth of a hiſtory muſt be queſtioned, 
becauſe many particulars are mentioned 
therein, which are remarkable and uncom- 
mon; thoſe hiſtories with as much reaſon 
may be rejected, where it is thought a ſuf- 
ficient number of particulars are wanting. 
Now who ever doudted that Job the fon of 
J//achar went with the reſt of the children 
of Hrael down into Egypt f, becauſe no- 
thing further is ſaid concerning him ? But 
| further, 


* "IST — 


* See Gen. ch. xlvi. ver. 13. 

+ At which place, by the way, we have no account 
that our Fob ever was. 

+ I cÞoſe here to mention ob the ſon of 1ſachar, 
for the ſake of the following remark ; which is, that 
he could not have been the fame perſon as the Job we 
are now treating of; ſeveral reaſons might be urged in 
proof thereof, but omitting all others, ſhall confine 
myſelf only to his name. In Gen. he is called 21 
Job, but in Num. xxvi. 24. and 1 Chr. vii. x. he is 
called 202 Faſhub ; but our fob is conſtantly 
throughout his whole hiſtory, and in Zzehiel, wrote 
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further, Dr. 1.—, among other reaſons for 
calling the book of Fob wholly allegorical, 
has the following very remarkable one; 


namely, becauſe the author did not ſeem 


* much ſolicitous to conceal his purpoſe, 
ce while, in his introduction to fome of 


% Job's ſpeeches, he expreſſes himſelf 


cc thus, Moreover Fob continued his parable 
e and faid, (ch. xxvii. 1.—xxis. 1.) which 
word parable, properly ſignifies in ſerip- 


ture, the repreſenting one thing by an- 


e other. And in this ſenſe we ſhall find 


the ſpeeches of Fob extremely paraboli- 
4e cal . 3 | | by | 


Perhaps the Dr. did not recolle& that the 


word 9Wh Maſhal ſignifies as well a pro- 
verb, or lofty, powerful, and commanding 


ſpeech, or fentence, as it does what is cal- 


led a parable, or ſimile; therefore without 
having recourſe to compariſon or paraboli- 
cal repreſentation, I think we may read 
thus, Moreover Fob continued his grand and 
powerful ſentences; and ſuch indeed they 
were, though many of them could not with 


8 _— 
* 


without any variation BY Job. Some have thought 


that king Jobab, mentioned Gen, xxxvi. 33. (or Jobad, 
as it is ſometimes written) was the ſame with our Job; 
but here it may be obſerved alſo, Jobab wants the 
initial N, which our Job in the hebrew. never does: 
dut more concerning Jobab will be obſerved here- 
after. See Crit, Difl, 8vo. vol. p. 35. 


much 


the History of JOB. 31 
much propriety, be termed. ſimilies . But 
to take the word, parable, in its 1 in- 
terpretation, better ſuited the Dr.'s notion 
of allegory aſcribed to the hiſtory of Job. 


However, if theſe ſpeeches of Joh muft 
be called parables, or @ repreſentation of one 
thing by another; I apprehend it may be in 
this manner; that he as much better ls” 
more fully deſcribed the greatneſs, power, 


and majeſty of God, than his. three contend- 


ing friends have done; and alſo that he. has 
well ſupported, his, own righteouſneſs in a 
way which, they could by no means over- 
rule or oppoſe. And this ſenſe ſeems, in ſome 
fort, to be countenanced by what imme- 
diately follows, viz. The words of Job are 
ended, So theſe three men ceaſed to anſwer 

ob, becauſe be. was righteous in his own. eyes. 

hat is, Job's repreſentations were: then 
finiſhed, which brought the dialogue to a 
concluſion : for he had in a potent and 
ſtriking manner vindicated both Gad and 
himſelf. 


Thus ſhall we find the text anſwer much 
better to a true hiſtory, than to an allego- 
rical poem. 


— 8 8 
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* Job's enquity after wiſdom in ch. xxviii.—and 
ſhewing at laſt in what it. conſiſted, is lofty almoſt 
beyond deſcription | but no ſimile. 
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32 A Review of 

Once more, It is ſaid by bjekiors to the 
reality of Job's hiſtory, that Satan's pre- 
ſenting himſelf before the Lord, and hold- 
ing ſuch a converſation with him, as is 
mentioned in the firſt chapter, is altogether 
abſurd and unnatural ! quite unbecoming 
an article of faith; and therefore in proof 
that the book 88 9b, is, in truth, no 
other than mere fiction and dramatic fable. | 
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Here theſe eters hank to be hugging y 
themſelves in the ſtrength of their argu- ; 
ment. But if they would ſtrip thoſe paſſa- 
ges of their figurate form, perſuaded I am, 
their fortreſs will be too weak to withſtand { 


the lege of a ſingle moment“. 


n granted, theſe paſſages do wear a 
viſionary and dramatical dreſs; but what 
then ? it is generally confeſſed, the hiſtory 
is come to us in a poetic form; yet, what- 
ever is ſaid to have been uttered by Satan, 
may eaſily be conceived to have paſſed in 
the mind of {ome baſe and inveterate enemy 
to Job, on account of his religious charac- 
= and great proſperity ; ; and who was ſud- 


So _ 
— * — — — 
* 


— 


* If Moſes be allowed to have had any concern with 
the hiſtory of Job, we may eaſily account for Satan's 
appearance upon the ſtage, and his buſineſs; if we 
conſult the uſe he has made of that character under the 
yet further figurative title of Serpent | in the 3d ch. of 
Geneſis. 
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the Hiſtory of JOB. 33 
denly, and in a moſt remarkable manner, 
reduced and afflicted; this the author of the 
hiſtory {or at leaſt the tranſlator, agreeable 
to his own poetical ideas) chole to introduce 
in the imaginary repreſentation of a dia- 
logue, as if really held between the Lord 
and Satan — and to keep up the ſtyle, the 
afflictions which 7e ſuffered, are ſaid * to 
have been the work of Satan; So went Satan 
from the preſence of the Lord, and ſinote 
Job, Sc. which is elſewhere aſcribed to the 
power of God; And the Lord ſaid unto Satan 
—although thou movedſt me again} him to 


F deftroy him {fwalow Him wp without cauſe. T 
But who ever thought, Now there was 
4 * 4 day, when the ſons of God came to 
t * preſent themſelves before the Lord, and 
y Satan came alſo among them,“ and that 
5 Fehovah held ſuch a converſation with Satan 
” as 18 thereafter mentioned, ſhould be taken 
_ in the literal ſenſe? Yet we can eaſily un- 
V derſtand the expreſſion, * haſt thou conſi- 
. KK *< dered my ſervant Job, that there is none 
E © like him in the earth, &c.” and the an- 
8 ſwer given, as a poetical picture or repre- 
n lentation of contraſted characters, beauti- 
s kully drawn and highly finiſhed, 
WE 1 ; 3 | 3 . 
he e 8 | ra 28 
or J 
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34 A Review of © 
And here I would obſerve, that if by 


Satan is meant, as is generally ſuppoſed, 


the grand apoſtate angel, or the devil; 
nothing can be more abſurd than to imagine 
a converſation really held between Jehovah 
and him; and that the Lord ſhould give to 


this ſame Satan, power to afflict his upright 
ſervant, Fob x. 


In ſhort, "EA 1 is uſually called 
the Devil, or grand enemy of y call, 
has here no place, notwithſtanding that, 
in order to make the word Satan, empha- 
tical, it has the prefix d, thus be n; for 
ſince the word OW means an adverſary, or 
an accuſer, and has in the text the additio- 
nal article to render it more ſtrong and 
forceable; I ſuppoſe it was deſigned to 


ſhew, that Joo was publicly accuſed and 


cenſured by his bittereſt and moſt malicious 


enemy. 


And if, as before hinted, this part of the 
hiſtory was to be diveſted of its poetical re- 
1 the matter of Satan in plain 

anguage, would run thus; Job was @ vir- 
tuous and good man, one who walked up- 


8 . 6 WI. "0 1— 8 ** 1 1 


* * 
as 


* Surely the Angel of the Lerd mentioned Num. 
xxii. 22, who was ſent to oppoſe Balaam, and is 
called te, could never be the Devil! why then 
muſt Job's adverſary be fo called ? 


rightly, 


| the Hiſtory of JOB. 35 
 raghtly, fegring God and avoiding evil; his 
poſſeſſions were very large, and ſo much 
zncreaſed, that he became greater than his 
neighbours; which proſperity was the occa- 
ſion of ſome very envious adverſary, who 
did not thrive as he did, not only to view 
him with a jealous eye, but openly to accuſe 
him, and exclaim in the following manner; 
« Doth Job ſerve God for nought ? is not 
his ſubſtance mcreaſed in the land? yet this 
pretended fear , God, and perfect upright= 
neſs, is nothing more than diſimulation and 
groſs hypocriſy : as things are now with him, 
he may very well appear as one that eſchews 
evil, for he has none occaſion to uſe art, craft, 
or fraud in his dealings, ſeeing © the work of 
his hand is blefſed;” but did he fall under 
any remarkable calamity, or meet with heavy 
loffes in his ſubſtance ; he'd ſoon diſcover the 
aoickedneſs of his heart; for then he would ap- 
pear quite a different perſon before God; nor as 
he does now, would he be ſeen to bleſs God to 
his fac E. 1 


This is no ünfair repreſentation of the 
matter; at leaſt, I never intended it to be 
ſo. And when it is ſaid, * So went Satan 
& forth from the preſence of the Lord, and 
te ſmote 7b with ſore boyls from the ſole 
& of his foot unto his crown * 5*? 1 am per- 
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* Ch. 11. ver. 7. 
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ſuaded it ſhould be confidered only as a po- 
etical deſcription of the difeaſe, which really 


happened to Job by permiſſion of divine 
8 e 
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1 Unt We give way to the ſup- 
* that the hiſtory of Feb is a fiction, 
or fable, merely becauſe ſome parts thereof 
are written in a lofty, figurative, and poetic 
manner; fince under thoſe circumſtances, 
we may naturally expect. to meet with 
what will carry the air of the marvelloas in 
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hiſtory may, eſſentially, be unaffected there- 
by *. Where ever a literal fenſe is not con- 
tradictory to right reaſon, undoubtedly that 
fenſe fhould 2 ſtrictly adhered to; but 
where it will not quadrate therewith, we 
certainly ought to conelude the writer has 
a a couched meaning, and further intention 


which he. advances. 


Dean Sift hath 1 Gs, 
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can comprehend the meaning ; yet * 
1 it is a thing TE: 
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. Such a nn I ſuppoſe that alſo to be 
when the Lord God talked with the ſerpent, &c.— 
Gen, ch. iii. ver. 14, &c. 


1 1 But 


fome particulars; and yet the truth of the 


than what appears upon the TOO of that 


That a man and his wife are one fleſh, I 
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But to ſuppoſe the whole hiſtory of Fob 
a fiction, or fable, becauſe there are ſome 
things therein which have an allegorical and 
figurative appearance, is, I think, to build 
upon a very ſandy foundation; and would 
lead to conſequences by no means ſupport- 
able, or even admiſſible. And I believe a 
ſtricter attention to what may be termed 
more {imply narrative, and what is more 
figurative and poetical, would ſolve ſeveral 
difficulties which are ſuppoſed to attend the 
book of os, conſidered as an authentic 
hiſtory. 


But to. finiſh this inquiry, I ſhall * 
obſerve, that both a prophet in the old Teſ⸗ 
tament, and an apoſtle in the new, Go 
died the book of Job as containing a hiſ- 

tory of facts; the firſt admits both of the 
reality of the perſon, and alſo of the right- 
_ eouſneſs of Job, inaſmuch as he ranks him 
with two moſt amiable and venerable cha- 
raters, even Noah and Daniel *. St. Jo 
alſo was of opinion that the hiſtory of Fob 
was true; for he ſays, Ye have Bells; 0 
the patience of Job, and have ſeen the pf 
of the Lord; _ the Lord is ba * Ful, 
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* Buck.” hath claſſed Fob with Noah and Daniel 
four times in the 14th ch. of his propheſy: and in the 
ſame manner and for the ſame purpoſe as J. remiah hath 
mentioned Moſes and Samuel, ch. xv. 1. 
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and of tender mercy *. In which the apoſtle, 


as I underſtand it, alluded to the great in- 
creaſe of Job's proſperity as a reward for 
his remarkable patience under his ren 
and unparallePd afflictions. 


Now if theſe teſtimonies will not ſilence 
objectors, I am well fatisfied, whatever I 
can ſay will be wholly ineffectual :—there- 


fore I ſhall quit this article, for 


It is time to proceed to give what I term 
proofs of the reality of Job's perſon, the 
age and place he lived in, and conſequently, 
that the facts related of him were true; and 
therefore that the whole book is a genuine 
hiſtory. Which ſhall be done by compa- 
ring names, places, actions, and other par- 
ticulars mentioned in the hiſtory, with 
what we find recorded in different parts 
of the ſacred writings ; which always ſup- 
port me evidence of reafon. 


We ſhatl begin then with the name of the 


lace where Job dwelt, when his calamities 
bee him. 


*. 


The nr is opened thus, 
& There was a man in the land of Ua, 
& qohoſe name was Job.“ 


— 1 


#* Ch. v. ver. 11. 
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It is well known, that the names of 
places received their origin from thoſe per- 
ſons who firſt choſe to inhabit any particu- 
lar ſpot, after the general deluge; The/z 
« are the families of the ſons of Noah, after 
their generations, in their nations; and þ 
&« theſe were the nations divided in the earth 


After the flood. 


qe 


Accordingly we find, that the old inha- 
bitants of what is now called, Chaldea, 
were formerly called Arphaxadites; from 
their founder Arphaxad,the third fon of Shem, 
who was born twelve years after the flood, 
according to Joſephus; (though in Geneſis 
it is ſaid, ** Shem begat Arphaxad two years 
« after the flood 5) ſo Seba or Sabas, a 
grandſon of Ham, founded the Sabeans. 


| The fifth ch. of the firſt book of Jewiſb 
antiquities is ſo much to this purpoſe, that 
I hope a tranſcript may be CER. 


« After this they were diſperſed abroad, 
e on account of the difference of their lan- 
% guages, and went by colonies every 
«© where. And each colony took poſſeſſion 
of that land which they light upon, and 
© unto which God led them: ſo the whole 
“ continent was filled with them, both the 
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thoſe perſons who choſe to dwell therein, 
as we have ſeen above, it is ſure 


A Review f 
inland and the maritime countries. There 
were alſo ſome who paſſed over the fea in 
ſhips, and inhabited the iſlands. And 
. of theſe nations do ſtill retain the 


denominations which were given them 
by their firſt founders: but ſome have 


loſt them alſo + and ſome have only ad- 


mitted certain changes in them, that 
they might be more intelligible to the in- 
- © And they were the Greeks 
who became the authors of fuch muta- 
tions. For when in after ages they grew 
potent, they claimed to themſelves the 


Slory of antiquity; giving names to the 


nations that founded well (in Greek,) that 
they might be better underſtood among 
themſelves ; and fetting agreeable forms 
of government over them, as if they 


were a peopte derived from themſelves.” 


Now as places received their names from 


ly not to 


be doubted but that the land of Uz had that 
name from ſome perſon fo called. 


We are next * to enquire 150 ſome 


perion of the name of Ur. 


In the book of Gengſis there is mention 


of no fewer than 7hree different perſons, 
who had the name of Uz, (or as ſome write 


2. 


22 282 
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be Hiſtory of JOB. 41 
it Us, and all three written exactly after 
the ſame manner with the land of Us in the 
book of Fob ; namely thus [Y] X. 


We ſhall deſcribe them all, in order to 
ſee if any of them inhabited a land which 
will anſwer to the following particulars, 
mentioned in the hiſtory of Yob; namely, 
that of the Chaldeans making out three 
bands, and carrying away Job's camels ; 


and that alſo of the SADeans taking his oxen 
and his aſſes. 


The firſt Uz we met with, was the fon 
of Aram, who ſeems to have been the 
youngeſt of the five ſons of Sem; but as 
the hebrews ſprang from Arphaxad, who 
ſeems to have been the third 'ſon of Shem, 
and who was the grandfather of Eber, che 
hiſtory which Meſes gives us goes on in his 
line; and therefore we know nothing fur- 
ther of Uz the ſon of Aram. Indeed Joſe 
phus informs us f, that U the ſon of Aram 
founded two countries, viz. Traconites and 
Damaſcus, lying between Paleſtine and Ce- 
leſyria. But as they both are conſiderably 
North of Feruſalem, and not in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Chaldeans and the Sabeans; 
we muſt ſeek for a land of Uz which agrees 
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* Gen. x. 23. — 21,—XXXV1, 28. Job i. 1. 
Antiq. b. i. c. 6. 5 +. 
better 
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better with the tranſactions mentioned in 
the hiſtory of Job. 


Proceed we then to LD the firſt ſon of 
Nahor, the brother of Abraham, by his wife 


Milcah. But what know we of him? Why 


nothing at all—and therefore muſt continue 
our ſearch after 


The third Lz him we find to have been 


the firſt ſon of Diſban, the ſeventh of Sir 


in the land of Edom * 


Edom, and Eſau is the ſame; for Eſau 
was the father of the Edomites, or, after 
the greek pronounciation, the Idumeans. 


Now Idumea is South 2. Jeruſalem, and 
conſequently in the neighbourhood of, or 
as it were among the Chaldeans and the 
Sabeans. Therefore in, or about the hor- 
ders of Idumea, even in the land which re- 
ceived its name from U, the ſon of Diſban, 
was beyond a doubt the place of Job's ha- 
bitation. 


If there yet needs any further proof that 
there was a land called Us, in Idumea, I 
refer to the Lamentations of Jeremiah f; 
where Uz 02). is mentioned thus :—* O 


— — 


* See Gen. xxxvi. 21. compared with v. 28. 
+ Ch. jv. ver. 21. 


4 - 4 daughter 


ot 
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« daughter of Edom, that dwelleſt in the 


« land of UZz” ?—The hiſtorian has well 
then deſcribed or particularized the place of 

ob's habitation ; firſt by ſaying it was in 
the land of Uz; and afterwards by ſhewing 
what hard treatment he met with from the 
Chaldeans and the Sabeans; both of whom 
lived in Arabia deſerta *, and whoſe rava- 
ges Job ſadly experienced : for one took 
away his oxen as they were ploughing, and 
his aſſes as they were feeding beſide them, and 
ſlew his ſervants; and the other made out 
three bands, and ruſhed or came ſuddenly 
upon his camels and carried them away alſo, 


and moreover killed the ſervants that were 


with them. 
And whereas Job is ſaid to have been 
«. the greateſt of all the men of the Eaſt,“ 


meaning that he was poſſeſſed of more ſub- 
ſtance in cattle, &c. than any of the people 


among the Arabians; the declaration re- 


markably harmonizes with the Chaldeans 


being obliged to furniſh three bands, or 


companies, to overcome Job's ſervants before 
they could ſeize and carry away his camels, 


2dly, Neither is there any_thing more 
common than to ſee bad minds filled with 


7— 


* Foſephus ſays that Saba was the chief city of 


Arabia felix. Be that as it may, they join to one an- 


other, 
envious 


8 d- 
— 


PE te. 


8 * — — Gage © AG ey — N — «> 4 ———_— - * —— 200/64 — — 2 — 152 2 2 
* Coat 2 3 f Oy 8 a — IE. Bee te > * bs. © a _ - 2 . * 8 A . k n a. £ . : F AC SEES 
g * = 2 mug 5 n. moth <: x Wc: += oath wan => - >. * ” 2 ” in . +. 2222 4 3 —— 1 * 3 * TO Hs 3D _—_ OO 
2 Ta - ue - n = + Pa E _ Bb 2 = 2 as $a + 9 2 — — 3 £5 7 2 = i 2 . „„ „„ 'S 2487S 
— 8 3 =; "3 + : . 2 * * ——- - as — * 5 4 2 — E $_— 2 x dS 4 \ © 2 3 - £ 5 4 _-==: — et 
r DD ws 2 6-5 - ; hs 1 5 IBF. — ut 7 3 7 3 COU 54 2 i, * E . DM 3 2 3 . 3 LES _ 3 IIS. —— 7 "# x 5 g — 
p 3 7 2 > as a an. co _ 3 — Se © 8 : & oy — 3 I _F 1 1 4 * * * of - 14 * by n 2 * 
CIO =I 2 2 «> = bs 3 8 122 22 2 + + : 1 - — 4 by "= = - 
5 * x — TX Rs * G "7A 0 - 1 * PREY - = S. _ Iz A, S rn 


—— 


« 3 


— Iz 
— or OoIS 


DS — 
— - 


= 


—_— — — — — —  — — —— —— —  —  — 


Sy 7 . Sc. 
- 


— ́—k—ͤ—? 
2 2 


r — 


_—_ ">" > 32 
—— To. $5 Ez - Py 


—_— — — 
BEE I. - 
* 


. ELSE. 
. 


— > 

3 
— — — — -- * 
. EIT 

5 * — ty. II * — — Ji —— — 


. =P . 
. REL mn ng 
1 r ns  D, * => 

— Fo * » 
_— * 2 2 — 4 
— 
i — 


. „ 2 
— ꝑ —— —e— —— owt 
* * 
— 


— 2 — J = 

= *. a - 4 
. _—_ — SE yy =: — - => * 
P co on 4 A 2 — 
: — 


44 A Review of + 


enyious jealouſies, and * heart. 


burnings, when their neighbours thrive, 


grow wealthy and proſperous—and: ſuch, 
J apprehend I am warranted to ſay, was 
oo ty caſe with Job's three falfe and 
pretended friends; who if not in the ſcheme 
or ſecret to diſtreſs him, might not be diſ- 

pleaſed when they heard of his. calamity, 
although they. put on the appearance of 
aceeing to comfort him. | 


iy am very ſenſible this will found harſh 
in the ears of many; who will tell me the 
text ſuppoſes quite different things, when 
it lays, * And when they lift up their eyes 
« 64, off, and knew him not, they lifted 
% up their voice and wept, and they rent 
& every one his mantle, and ſprinkled duſt 
* upon their heads toward Heaven *.” We 


learn, from the beſt authority, how hypocrites 


can conduct themſelves to anſwer their own 

defigns ; even thus, they give alms and pray 
in the public ftreets ; they can moreover make 
ar open appearance of faſting, and put on a 
fad countenance and digfgure their faces, &c. 


& c . 3 


But I ſhall be here called upon to ſhew 
my reaſons for ſuppoſing Job's three 
friends, whom, it is generally ſaid, were 


_—_—— 
— 


1 3 — ꝓ— — — head 


* Ch. ii. 12, + See Matt. ch. vi. 
perſons 


„ ory of JOB. #5 
perſons of great conſequence as well as Job, 


among the Arabians; and called by ſome, 
kings; the one a king of Teman, another 


the king of the Saucheans, and the third 
the king of the Mineans—l ſay, I ſhall be 


called upon to give my reaſons for ſtiling 
Job's friends, hypocrites. 


1 anſwer; becauſe that inſtead of ſupport= 


ing and comforting Job under his moſt af. 
flictive and diſtreſſing circumſtances, they 
accuſed, mocked, and inſulted him: put- 
ting on indeed the air of grief and ſorrow 
for his calamities ; and profeſſing religious 
and moſt noble and exalted ideas of the 
rectitude of God's providence ; thereby in- 
ſinuating that Job was chaſtiſed and puniſſi- 
ed for his own great wickedneſs. E/phas, 


who firſt ſpoke to him, does it in bitter ſar- 


calm : Is not thy fear thy confidence; and 
« the righteouſneſs of thy ways, thy hope? 
* Remember, I pray thee, who ever periſhed. 
« berng innocent! or where were the righteous 
* cut ? Even as I have ſeen, they that 
* plough iniguity and ſow wickedneſs, reap 
* the ſame. By the blaſt of God they periſh, 
* and by the Fear of his noſtrils are they 
« conſumed *,” Again, how tauntingly 
does he ſay, * Behold, happy is the man 
* * G a 5 de — " 


— ——— 
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* Ch. iv. 7. 6g. 
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not thou the chaſtening of the Almighty, 
„ &c*.” 80 Bildad, another comforter, 
Taid,—* 1f thou wouldeſt ſeek unto God be. 
« times, and make thy ſupplications to the 
« Almighty: If thou wert pure and upright, 
« ſurely now he would awake for thee, &c f.“ 
Zophar alſo ſaid to him, —“ Should thy lies 7 
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of « make men hold their peace, &c 4. How < 
5 very declarative of ſorrow and friendſhip 00 
4 theſe and the like expreſſions - ! | 7 
| N 66 
But let us hear what 7 himſelf thought ke 
of the advice and obſervations of theſe his 6« 
friends, who “ came to mourn with him, 1 
and to comfort him; did he look upon M f. 
their ſpeeches as expreſſions tending to al- « 
leviate and leſſen his miſery ? far other- * 
wiſe; for he found them aggravate and 1 


increaſe his ſorrows. He ſays, © To him 
& that is affiifted pity (ſhould be ſhewed) 
% from his friend; but he forſaketh the fear WF |. 
* of the Almighty||,”” And immediately t 


Ch. v. 17. to the end. + Ch: viii. 5, 6. th 
A 1 Ch. xi. Zo ſu 
$ Zophar ſays, ch. xx. ver. 2.—< my thoughts cauſe cl. 
me to anſwer, and for (this) I make haſte.” Scultens, h; 
BR upon which ver. ſaith, the word ten in Arabic, mY 
1 5 fignifies among other things, to be hurried of diſquieted 5 
1 through terror.” Undoubtedly then, as Zophar in the 00 
1 3d ver. ſays, << I have heard the check of ray reproach, WI ' 
m8 he was greatly hurried or agitated ; not indeed in the ys 
5M moſt friendly ſort, for his ſubſequent anfwer declares a 
0 quite different diſpoſition of mind and ſentiment. 


1 
5 Ch. vi. 14. f 
8 | 42 * | after; 


-lares a 


after; 


te Hiftery of JOB. 47 
after, compares them to brooks of water 
which in the ſeverity of winter, and the 
drought of ſummer make the comers thereto 
aſhamed. Beautiful beyond deſcription ! 


Again, Fob calls them ** forgers of lies, 
« and all phyſicians of no value*;” and aſks, 


Will you ſpeak wickeadly for Gad? and talk 


« decertfully for him f? And again, * mi- 
« ſerable comforters are ye all. Shall vain 
« words have an end t? Moreover he 


aſks, * How long will ye vex my ſoul, and 
* break me in piecec with words ? theſe ten 
times have ye reproached me j. Nay 


further, How then comfort ye me in vain, 
« ſeerng in your anſwers there remaineth 
«* falſbood (or tranſgreſſion F.) Again, © Are 
% there not mockers with me 2” 


It were eaſy to cite more paſſages of the 
like nature, to ſhew Jo's opinion of his 
three friends, namely, that he accounted 
them deceitful hypocrites; but theſe ſhall 
ſuffice, with the obſervation of what is de- 


clared concerning them at the cloſe of the 
hiſtory ;—© The Lord ſaid to Eliphaz the 


% Temanite, My wrath is kindled againſt 


* thee, and againſt thy two friends : for ye 


r 


* Ch. Kili. 4. 7 Ibid. ver. 7. tCh. xvi. 25: Js 
| -Ch.-xix. 2, | 3 Ch. xxi. 34. 
| q Ch. xvii. 2. 
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& haye not ſpoken of me the thing that 15 right 
« as my ſervant Job hath, Therefore take 
« unto you now ſeven bullocks, and ſeven 
te rams, and go to my;ſervant Job, and offer 
« up for yourſelves a burnt offering, and my 
te ervant Job Ball pray for you, for hint 
« aol I accept: leſt I deal with you [after 
« your } folly, in that ye have not | ſpoken of 
« me the thing which is right, lite my ſer- 
« vant Job *.“ This aſſuredly, notwith- 
ſtanding their pretended zeal for God and 


juſtification of him, moſt clearly proves 


they were baſe hypocrites; and anſwers 
well to the prophet Jaiab's deſcription of 
the vile perſon and the churl. 


<& For the vile perſon will ſpeak villainy, 
te and his heart will work iniquity, to 
« practiſe hypocriſy, and to utter error 
« againſt the Lord, to make empty the ſoul 
e of the hungry, and he will cauſe the 
drink of the thirſty to fail. The inſtru- 
„ ments alſo of the churl (are) evil: he 


| ION — 4 ———_ * 2 


* 7 


* Indeed it appears to me that they were condemned 
dy God himſelf, becauſe they could no way prove 
wickedneſs in Job, and yet to ſupport their charge of 
crimes upon him, had the baſeneſs and impiety, under 
the pretence of friendſhip, to ſay he was afflicted and 
puniſhed in conſequence of enormous guilt, How 
well then does the expreſſion of God, notwithſtanding 
their pretended and exalted vindication of the conduct 
of Deity, ſuit their character, © ye have not ſpoken of 
« me the thing that is right!“ | 

„ deviſcth 


» & . 


the Hiſtory o JOB. 49 


« deviſeth wicked devices to deſtroy the poor 


« with lying words, even when the needy 


V6 * ſpeaketh right.“ Th. ch. xxxil. ver. 6. 


Indeed, unleſs I am much nuſtaken, 
there is not one mark of real kindneſs ex- 


preſſed toward Job, in the conduct of his 
three reputed friends: 


If they can be defended, Job muſt be con- 
demned ; for they bring heavy accuſations 


againſt him. However, the hiſtory informs 
us that Job was to pray for them, and that 
his prayers ſhould be accepted, he being 
approved and commended for /peaking of 


the Lord that which was right; and called, as 
in the beginning of the hiſtory, his ſervant®, 


— 


* Mr. P— indeed is a warm advocate for Job's 


three friends, contending that their profeſſions were 
true aid real For he ſays, in edit. 8vo. p. 7, 8. 
There is nothing in the conduct of Job's friends 


c that ſhews them to be falſe or hypocritical in their 
ce friendſhip, but only erroneous in their judgment,” 
See alſo p. bo, &c. 


0 They came with a ſincere deſign to mourn with 
and to comfort him. But as they came with a 
e falſe perſuaſion too, that great ſufferings were a 
ce ſhrewd token of great fins, and upon this per- 
& ſuaſion were too haſty to condemn their friend 
e when they ſaw the miſerable plight that he was in: 

& their hope was, firſt to bring him to confeſſion, 
de and then to adminiſter the proper arguments of 


e confſolatin. And though there was ſomethin 


& raſh, or ill-natured (if you pleaſe) i in all this, yet 
6 there was nothing unnatural in it.“ 
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30 A Revino F | 
A further, at leaſt preſumptive, proof of 
the truth of the hiſtory of Job is, its like- 


neſs of ſentiment reſpecting the attributes 
and conduct of Jehovab, &c. &e. allo its 


ſimilarity of expreſſion to that of many other 


places in the ſacred books; more eſpecially 
in the writings of Moſes, ſome of which, I 


have ſet down in the margin * ; which, by 


* 
— 


— 


But with ſubmiſſion, the learned author only begs 
the queſtion, without offering one proof, that their 
friendſhip was not falſe or hypocritical, but only er- 
roneous in judgment; and that their hope was firſt 
to bring him to confeſſion, and then to adminiſter 
the proper arguments of conſolation. To me the 
contrary ſeems evident; for let me aſk, did not God 


know the real intentions of their hearts? or would 


they have been condemned by him for mere error in 
judgment? or would God, for wrong conceptions 
only, have required them to offer burnt-offerings by 
way of atonement; and have told them his ſervant 
Job ſhould pray for them, and that his prayers ſhould 
be accepted? And let me further aſk, Does this ex- 
preſſion and accuſation of Eliphax, namely, Is not 
« thy wickedneſs great, and thine iniquities infinite? 
“ for thou haſt taken a pledge from thy brother for 
* nought, and ſtripped the naked of their clothing.” 
Sce ch. xxii., ver. 5—9. I ſay, does this diſcover 
nothing more than error in judgment ? 


* Comp. 70, ch. v. 14. with Deut. xxviii. 29. 


18. xxxii. 39. 
viii. 3. 4. 
8. iv. 32. 

ix. 8. . 3, 6. 
xi. 18. Leu. xxvi. 5. 
XXIV, 2. Deut. xix. 14. 


xxvii. 17. 


xxxiv. 15. Gen. iii. 19. 


19. Deut. x. 17. 
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the Hiſtory of JOB. 51 
the way, is no very bad argument in proof 
that Moſes was concerned in bringing the 


hiſtory into its * form and conſtruc- 
tion. 


The correſpondence there is between 
the following expreſſions of Fob, and thoſe 
of Mojes in Deuteronomy, is truly remark- 
able—7ob ſays, 1f my flep hath turned 
« out of the way, and mine heart walked 
« after mine eyes, and if any blot hath 
« cleaved to my hands : then let me ſow, and 
« ſet another eat; yea, let my offfpring be 
« rooted out. If my heart have been decerved 
« by a woman, or if I have laid wait at my 
« neighbour*s door : then let my wife grind 


« t9 another, and let others bow down upon 
6 apr 3 


And Moſes, in his catalogue of curſes 


and troubles for diſobedience to the com- 


mandments of God, has the following de- 
nunciations :—* Thou ſhalt betroth a wife, 
and another man ſhall he with her; — Thou 


a * ſhalt plant a vineyard, and ſhalt not eat the 


grapes thereof ;——Thy ſons and thy daugh- 
ters ſhall be given to another people, &c f.“ 


Once more, if the reality of the hiſtory 
of of Job 1s to be denied, becauſe there are 


— 5 
ue Jeb, ch. xxxi. ver. io. 
i Deut. ch. xxviii. ver. 30. 32. 


K 2 ſome 


1 


1 1 - 2 + _— 
8 a J + b= _ * 
a : — YT oo DS. of 2 3 
5 LL . 1 K 1 — *p 2 ts 5 OE L Son OE ro STS 5 
. a * 5 2 2 r +4 RR - — r S — — — F S* = * 5 Z * ty = SOT 2 = \#..L — >» 
— — 3 . 3 JJC 3CN; ĩ⁊ᷣ . ]ͤ #-- 
- þ —— 7. 2 4 * 3 3 * * 2 , 4 8 £49 r — 8 - i 2 * 3 : * ; 32 * 8 Gs On F 8 by ®- S 5 1 
— by * 9 E n I 4 p45 — . > 2 30 2 : = © r * £Y - DEF. , cl : 4 IEEE 
* os” © of * * 24862 - © x > % qu et oe : : © 4 . : . 3 he 
b 1285 8 OS EE IG Ws. i 2 — rr OE. - 3 2 A : * 
mW it 2 3 2 3 p AFL? — = was r — 8 
< < 7 ISLES : — * 3 2 1 
— PR 8 J — -£ 


2 


E 


Sev, ane oe = . ˙— Sa WET THe? 5 8 
Won PE «5 0 ere x a . * 1 —*＋ 1 y 
* 3 ; bet wt pe TN a k = = N 
5 [3 a F r * Ie SN EF. 
— 2 22 21 1 . 2 2 SY — — 
S 2 * a OS 2 2 8 3 12 28 2 I — RN 
1 3 4 = L 8 oY - 
P IJ "od y * — 


2 — 
— — — 


- 26 7 r 
. n = 


. a = FAG 
Sy & ws 

* „ 
„ Tg 


8 
rr * 
3 3 


— 
— 
1 * 


- - — 8 
EY --. IS IX 2 _y 
— hs 


— — — 


— 
| 
— JEL 


= = 


— 


8E 


. 


r A > ESE = elit A. tr 


* 
ram — 


—— 


— 4 — — 2 i 5 — N 

— — > | by Wo 

+= + 3 3 — * 2 — 
N FEW ge. 


PS _ 
RH IS 


— ES 
—— N 
—— ISS 


* — 
e 


—_— FE —_ h 
AI. 


by 
r — = : 
=>. = + 
— oe I 
=- — — 


1 
10 
41 

1 
4 

1 

ry 

10 

10 

N 

1 
A or 
al 
[TY 4 

* 


82 OT Review of 


ſome things to be met with therein, which, 
at firſt ſight, have the air of being ſuper- 
natural; I, am apprehenſive, ſome other 


parts of ſcripture-hiſtory will not eſcape 
condemnation, or rejection. For let me 
Aſk, if this be the caſe, what will become 


of the Lord's talking with Adam, with 


Cain, with Noah, and with Abraham, (who 
was ordered to offer up his only fon for a 
burnt-offering ?)—— how the buſh ſhould 
burn, and not be conſumed ? and to go no 
further, how it could be that God, or even 


an Angel, if you will, ſhould, with a voice, 


give the commandments to Moſes ? 


But I proceed to another conſideration; 

Which is, concerning the age in which 
Fob lived ;—be pleaſed therefore to attend 
to the following obſervations ; and, unlels 
J am miſtaken, they will be found realizing 
circumſtances of the genuineneſs of the 
hiſtory. 


Some are for carrying the antiquity of 


the hiſtory of Job not very high; but ſuch, 
it muſt be remembered, are chiefly thoſe 
who look upon it as fabulous, - and not 
real ;—on the contrary, there are others 
who contend for its being the moſt ancient 


hiſtory extant *. As 


* Among the former, Dr. I/— appears; and 
among the latter, the author of Crit, Difl, ww 
. 3 Cet- 


6 hiſtory,” 


the Hiſtory of JOB. 53 
As to the firſt opinion, ſo many objec- 
tions lie againſt it, that no further notice 
will be taken thereof: and as to the other: 
opinion, namely, that it is the oldeſt in 
the world,”* I have, at preſent, no inclina- 
tion to become a diſciple thereto; fince, if 
the hiſtory of Job is the moſt ancient in 
the world, and its contents are true, how 
ſhall we reconcile the tranſactions therein 


mentioned with the moſt early times, of 


which we have an account ? 


The hiſtory of Fob is introduced, by tel» 


ling us, that he was of the land of UZ; 
and that he was greatly diſtreſſed by the 
Chaldeans, and the Sabeans, &c. 


We have ſeen already, when the land of 
Uz received its name; and from whom the 
Chaldeans and Sabeans deſcended; and whom, 
it muſt be remembered, are mentioned in 
the book of Job, as a well-known and pow- 
erful people, not yew ſettlers, 


Beſides, we find, that the method of cul- 


tivating land. in Jos day, was not the firſt 


4 


— 


— —— 


ſe, begins with „e incline then to the ſentiments of 


„ thoſe who believe this book to be the oldeſt in the 


„world; that it was written, probably, by 7 him 


« ſelf; and that it contains, in the main, a true 
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or original one ; for his ſervants did not di 
the ground, but his oxen ploughed it“. 
The art of weaving was alſo known . 


Again, Job himſelf is ſaid, at the cloſe 
of the hiſtory, to have died od and full of 
& days.” Now it ſhould be remarked, that 
El haz Þ ſays to fp « with us are the 

ey-headed, and very aged men, much 
& elder than thy father.” We find alſo, at 
the finiſhing of the hiſtory, that Fob lived 
after the commencement of his ſecond proſ- 
perity, one hundred and forty years. Sup- 
poſing then, that Fob was two hundred 
years old when he died, and more, I think, 
we can ſcarcely allow him to have been, 
could he thereby have been intitled to the 
appellation of old age, if he had lived in 
thoſe very early ages which ſome contend 
for? Noah lived to be nine hundred and 
fifty years old ; three hundred and fifty of 
which were ater the flood ; his ſon Shem, 
was ſix hundred years old; ſeveral of his 
deſcendants alſo lived a great number of 
years longer than it can be ſuppoſed Job did; 
and yet, not one of them is particularized 
on account of his great age 8. 


— 


— 
2 


* A harrow is mentioned, ch. xxxix. ver, 10. 
+ See Job, vii. 6. compared with Ex. xxxv. 35. 
Jeb, ch. xv. ver, 10. 


§ Gen, ix. 29, and ch, xi. 10, II, 


But 
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red 


But 


the Hiſtory of JOB. 1 
But if we bring 70 down to later times, 
we ſhall ſee the propriety of calling him 
« old and full of days.“ Abraham was 
eſteemed ſtricken in years when his ſon 
Iſaac was born, he being an hundred years 
old; after which, he lived ſeventy-five 
years *, And Iſaac was an hundred and 
eighty years old when he died ;—and very 
remarkable it is, that he is ſaid to have been 
« old and full of days.” The hebrew is the 
very ſame in both places, BY! VAWI ip, 
Zaken uſebay jamim f. Are not theſe par- 
ticulars, if no other could be produced, in 
oppoſition to thoſe who would have the book 
of Job to be the oldeſt book in the world? 
Perhaps it may be the moſt ancient Arabian 
regular hiſtory ; and alſo the oldeſt poetical 
one, wearing the dramatic form; but I 
think, in any other view it is not to be ſo 
accounted. And in ſupport of the opinion, 
that Job lived in later times than ſome are 
willing to ſuppoſe he did, let us obſerve 
further; 


That although we may well allow Feb to 
have been before Maꝗſes, and that he lived in 
the patriarchal age; yet we cannot carry 


him ſo high as the days of Abraham. For 


e find in the Moſaic hiſtory of Abraham, 
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* Cen. xxi. 5. and xxv. 7. com 
t Compare Gen, xxxv. 28, 29. and Job, xlii. ult. 
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that Milcah had borne to his brother — * 

a ſon, whoſe name was B * which is the 
firſt time his name is. mentioned; and who 
undoubtedly was the father or founder of 
the Buzires: and whereas we are told that 
Elihu, the reprover of Job and his three 
who was of the kindred of Ram, (the Chal. 
dee paraphraſt reads, © the kindred of 
« Abram,”) or ſhould weread PIR Aram f, 
it ſtill ſhews, that Bug was a nephew of 
Abrabaim | ; and conſequently, that Elibu, 
the ſon of a Bugite, and who is repreſented 
as a young man in the book of Job, muſt 
have been of much later ſtanding than Abra- 
ham; therefore, as this Elibu was cotem- 


porary with Fob, it ſeems in proof, that 
Job was after Abraham. 


Nay, I apprehend, it will fully appear, 
that Job was not till a conſiderable time 
after Abraham; when we come to remark 
concerning Elphaz, one of Job's three 
friends, who appears to have been a grand- 
fon of 1/aac, as we ſhall ſee hereafter. But 
before we proceed to that, ſhall take notice 
of ſeveral other things which flatly contra- 
dict the opinion, that the book of Job w was 


— 


7 


Gen. xxii. 21. + Gen. xxii. ver. 21. 
t Abraham's ſervant went to & i. e. to Syria 
or He — to the cy of Nahor. Gen. xxiv. 10. 


only 


the Hiſtory of JOB. 57 
only a fable, and written by Ezra the ſcribe: ; 
and that alſo which makes it the moſt an- 
cient hiſtory in the world. 


Firſt, Ezra was d ready ſeribe in the 


« Jaw of Moſes *,” and wrote to Jews, 


who were well acquainted with the rites 
and ceremonies contained and appointed in 
that law ; what idea then muſt we enter- 
tain of Ezra, if he thought, the writing A 
fable of an Arabian could have more in- 
fluence with the people, than the com- 
mandments of God, as given by the hand 
of Maſes? On the contrary, we find He 
had prepared his heart to ſeek the law of the 
Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Iſrael 


flatutes « and Judgments T. 


Would not Ezra then, if he wrote the 
book of Job, and that it was no other than 
a fable; I ſay, would he not rather have 
made 2 a prieſt, (whoſe character it was 


his buſineſs to ſupport) than a rich man of 
great ſubſtance? It may be ſaid, he is ſo 
repreſented, in that he offered burnt-offer- 
ings for his children, who, in the allegory, 


are the children of Hael. 


This can, by no means, be the caſe,.— 
nor could the TFews receive any conſolation 


* Ezra, vii. b. + Ezra, ch. vii. ver. 10. 
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thereby; fince, notwithſtanding the burnt- 


offerings made by * all his children 
periſhed. 


And ic Job was not a prieſt, Ezra, for 
the inſtruction of the Jews, would never, 
in his fable, have ſuffered 70 to have of- 
fered burnt-offerings; which buſineſs, by 
the law of Meo/es, was confined to the prieſt- 
hood :—and yet Job is repreſented as mak- 
ing the burnt- offering in perſon. 


Therefore the book of Job is not a fable, 
written by Ezra. 


On the other hand, Job's offering up 
burnt-offerings for his ſons, leſt they ſhould 
have ſinned in the days of their feaſting ; 
by no means neceſſarily carries the hiſtory 
back to the moſt early age. 


Tis true, Noah, on his coming out of 
the ark, offered, upon an altar which he 
had built, burnt-offerings, as a ſacrifice of 
thankſgiving to the Lord, for the preſer- 
vation of himſelf and his family, from de- 
ſtruction by the deluge “; but what then? 
we find from that time down to the pro- 
mulgation of the law of Me/es, that a prince, 
the head of a family, or even an ancient 


— 


* Cen. vlii. 20. 
3 | virtuous 


„„ hos 


the Hiſtory of JOB. 59 
virtuous man, might make an offering or 
ſacrifice. | 


Abraham offered a burnt-offering, in 
obedience to the command of God—and 
the obſervation of his ſon Jaac, with the 
anſwer of Abraham, ſufficiently ſhew, that 
burnt-offerings were not then ſtrange things, 
but familiar; and point out too what 
was uſed for the offering. Iſaac ſhake to 
Abraham Hi father —and ſaid, Behold the 

« fire and the wood; but where is the lamb 

« for a burnt-offering + ? And Abraham ſaid, 


« My fon, God will provide himſelf a lamb for 


« a burnt=9ffering *,” Jacob allo ſacrificed 
upon mount Mizpah . Therefore Job's 
offering up burnt-offerings, which ſeems 
to have as good a claim to antiquity, as any 
action throughout the whole hiſtory, is not 
the leaſt proof of its being the moſt ancient 
book in the whole . for all that is 
here ſaid, he might as well have lived in the 
days of Abraham, as in the days of Noaßb. 


Again, Job's offerings are, in the pre- 
ſent form of the hiſtory, repreſented as oc- 
caſioned by crimes ſuppoſed to have been 
committed by his ſons. Now we have no 


account that ſuch kinds of offerings for 


tranſgreſſions obtained in the moſt early 


SF 


— — 


Cen, xxii. 7, 8. Cen. xxxi. 54. 
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ages *,—Nor could Fe#'s offering up burnt. 
offerings any more ſhew his hiſtory to have 
been the moſt ancient, or giving an account 
of the moſt early tranſactions, than Eliphaz 
his being ordered f to take, for the errors 
of himſelf and his two friends, in not ſpeak- 
ing of the Lord that which was right, SEVEN 
bullocks and 8EVEN rams, and offer for a 
burnt-offering, proves Fob to have lived at 


or about the time of king Hezek:ah, (who 


did not begin his reign till upwards of ſeven 
hundred and ſixty years after the death of 
Myfes which Hezekzah we are told, © Roſe 
early, and gathered the rulers of the city, 
« and went up to the houſe of the Lord; and 
e they brought ſeven bullocks and ſeven rams 


Q 


er 4 fin-offering for the kingdom |.” 
Now that is the firſt time we find SEVEN 


bullocks and sEVEN rams uſed for a þurnt- 
offering of reconcihation, or atonement.— 
Indeed, about three hundred and fifty-four 
years before that, David offered 8EVEN 
bullocks and SEVEN rams; but that was an 
offering of praiſe and thankſgiving to the 
Lord who had helped the Levites in bring- 
ing the ark „And as to the mention of 


2 


* It was Moſes who 1 Ji 3 and 
therefore, a legal rite which was unknown till the law 
was promulged. The firſt mention of fin-offering is 
in Exod. xxix. ſee ver. 14. 36. 

Job, xlii. 8. 7 2 Chron, ix. 20, 21. 
Y 1 Chron, xv. 26. 


SEVEN 


the Hiſtory bf JOB. 46 


SEVEN bullocks and SEVEN rams Which 


Balaam requeſted for an offering, it is no- 


thing at all to the purpoſe; for he ordered 


alſo ſeven altars to be built; and offered a 
bullock and a ram upon every altar - 


The mention of ſeven bullocks and 8 
rams for burnt-offerings, I have found but 
five times in the old Teſtament; and 
every one of them on particular occaſions : 


and the earheſt was not long before the 


death of Moſes. 


Therefore the offering SEVEN bullocks 
and SEVEN rams, is no proof that the book 
of Job is the moſt ancient in the world: on 
the contrary, it ſhews the hiſtory, at leaſt, 
in its preſent form, was not written till the 
uſe of ſeven, for ſuch purpoſes, was well 
known. 


Let me here add a remark concerning 


the number ſever, to what I have before ob- 
ſerved ; which 1s this, namely, that among 
the ſeveral ſignifications, it ſometimes de- 


notes perfection; as ſilver ſeven times puri- 


fied, means thoroughly cleanſed from droſs |. 


And beſides what is mentioned in Lev. and 


- 


* Num. xxiii, 29, 30. 
2 xxiii. 29. 1 Chron. xv. 26. 2 Chron. xxix. 
„ ˖ 8. Exch. xIv. 2% 1 PL xn. &; 


Deur. 
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62 A Rewvew of 
Deut. it is uſed to ſignify, ſeveral, both in 


the book of Fob ®, and alſo by the prophet 


Samuel T. Therefore Elphaz his being or- 
dered to take ſeven bullocks and ſeven rams 
for a burnt-offering, ſhews, that as himſelf 
and his two friends had been very faulty, 
in not having ſpoken the thing which was 
right concerning God, he was to make a 
full, complete, and ſufficient ſacrifice ; and 
it ſhews, that when the book of Jeb was 
written, the meaning of ſever mult have 
been well underſtood. 


Further, if Fob knew any thing of the 
ſpear, the ſhield, the horſe, and the trumpet 
being made uſe of in battle }; will not 
theſe circumfiances bring his hiſtory lower 
down than ſome would willingly have it ? 
Surely the moſt early method of war, Was 
much more fimple ! 


Thoſe things indeed were known in the 
days of Msſes ; and well ſuit with his ſub- 
lime and poetical deſcription : therefore it 
is no wonder we meet with them in the 
book of ov, if Moſes was any way con- 
cerned in giving it the preſent form. 


* Ch. v. 19. 4 1 Sam. ii. LP 


T Job Xxxxix. 42. 25. 
Maꝗſes 


W hey © k 


Bs Os Pd 
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Moſes himſelf had been often at war; 
and gave the Hebreus proper directions 
for their battles with the Midianites, 
Amalekites, and ſeveral other nations.— 
Foſephus ſays, he warred whilſt he was in 
Egypt with the Ethiopians ; and was Gene- 
ral of the Egyptian army *. | 


And we find the trumpet was, by Maſés, 
uſed, not only to aſſemble the people at 
the door of the tabernacle, but to blow an 
alarm to them in their camps ;—* 7 ye go 
« fo war in your land againſt the enemy that 
« oppreſſeth you, then ye ſhall blow an alarm 
« with the trumpets f. —-And the very 
ſame word NOW Shophar (trumpet) which is 
uſed in 70h, is alſo uſed twice in Exodus I, 


and twelve times in Fofſbua ||. 


As for the horſe, (D) Sus, the firſt time we 
find him uſed in war, is when the Egypti- 
aus purſued the raelites into the Red-ſea 8. 
But what is more remarkable, Maſés thus 
gives orders to the people, © When thou 
« goeft out to the battle againſt thine ene- 
« mies, and ſeeſt horſes and charits, and a 


people more than thou, be not afraid of 


« them F.“ | 


— * 


N 
\ 


* Antiq. b. ii. ch. 10. $. 1. + Num. x. 2—9. 
t Ex. xix. 16.—xX. 15. Heb. || of: ch. vi. I See 
x, Xiv. 23,—alſo ch. xv. 1. 21. Deut. xx. 1. 
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6 A Review of -. 

And as for the ſpear and the ſhield; we 
may obſerve, that Jeſbua, who received 
his inſtructions from Moſes, had in his hand 
when he fought with the people of Ai, 
pg a ſpear x. And that is the firſt time 
we meet with the word. It is rendered in 
Samuel, a ſhield t; in Jeremiah, it is called, 
a lance 1. In Fob, we read thus FHN 
y the glittering ſpear and the ſhield j. 
And YJeſephus takes notice, when he Jef. 

cribes how Moſes conquered the Amorites, 
that then © 7he Hebrews ere very ſſulful 
« in ſlinging, and dextrous at throwing darts, 
« and ſuch lite weapons F. 5 Now, where- 
as we find the ſhield, the ſpear, the 
trumpet and the horſe, were uſed in war 
at the time the hiſtory of Job was written, 
or at leaſt tranſlated and reduced to its 
preſent form; we ſurely muſt conclude, 
it was much later than ſome are willing 
to imagine. 
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as 

Perhaps it will be ſaid, theſe were only 8 
viſionary deſcriptions, when the Lord an- as 
ſwered Ja out of the whirlwind J; and wh 
tiv 

therefore 4 


— 


* 50 vili. 18. + 1 Sam. xvii. 45. t Fer. L 4% the 
Job, xxxix. 23. and ch. xli. 21. in the Fil. the 


Chiden is tranſlated ſpear, ver. 29. Chanith is called "i 
a lance or ſpear above twenty times in the bible. | 
Antiq. b. iv. C. 5. F. 2. 1 

q Mr. P is for ſuppoſing Job and TH com- whi 
panions, from the extraordinary appearance, of a real See 


whirlwind 


the Hiſtory of JOB, 65 
therefore, theſe repreſentations might have 
been made to 70, before the uſe of thoſe 
things in battle were known. 


I anſwer ; 


Let a real viſion be admitted, yet ſurely 
the addreſs muſt have been agreeable to the 
conception and ideas of Fob, or he could 
have received no inſtruction therefrom— 
and the deſign of the converſation, as repre- 
ſented between the Lord and Fob, was, to 
diſcover the power of God over the whole 
creation. What ftrange confuſion muſt 
have filled the mind of Job, at the men- 
tion of the dauntleſſneſs of the horſe in 
battle ; had he been intirely unacquainted 
with his uſe in war! Or what could Job 
underſtand by being told, that the horſe 


ſayeth among the trumpets, Ha! ha! or 


as it is in the Hebrew NNN (an interjecti- 
on! *) either that Leviathan ſhould laugh 
at the ſhaking of a ſpear! yet all difficulty 
will vaniſh, if we allow theſe to be figura- 
tive and poetical repreſentations of things, 
with which To was acquainted. I think 
then theſe circumſtances are rather againſt, 
than for, the very high antiquity of the 


book of Job. 


whirlwind or cloud, had been thrown into a trance, 


See p. 118. 8 edit. Crit. Diff. 
* From NN, ſee! behold! 
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by A Review of 

But I beg leave, before I proceed any 
further, juſt to mention a' word or two 
concerning the Lord's anſwering Job out «f 
the whirlwind. It is, I apprehend, a matter 
worth conſidering, in as much as it may 
lead us to diſtinguiſh between plain narra- 
tive and poetical deſcription *. ; 


Am of opinion, there really was a viſible 
appearance, like the divine majeſty or pre- 
ſence in a glorious cloud, or the SHechinab 
in the temple, accompanied with an oracu- 
lar voice !—As we find by the elevated pen 
of Moſes, that the Lord appeared to, and 
converſed with, Adam, Cain, Noah, Abra- 
ham, and others; and that Moſes himſelf 
alſo very frequently talked with the Lord ; 
and that when he came out from his pre- 
ſence, the ſkin of his face ſhone Þ. 


And I obſerve, that out of more than 
thirty places where the word My, Seyarah, 
which is ſometimes written with a Sn (U) in- 
ſtead of a Samech (O), is tranſlated whirlwind, 
or tempeſt, there is ſcarcely one to be found, 
but where the expreſſion is evidently de- 
{criptive of the might, and power of God. 


— 


* Many expreſſions in ch. xx. are evidently figu- 
rative. 


+ See among ſeveral other places, Ex, xxxiv. 29, 
; 30. 35 : : 
Give 


vive 


the Hiftory of JOB. 67 


Give me leave to mention a few; 


He breaketh me with a tempeſt *®. Thou 
ſhalt fan them, and the wind ſhall carry them 
away, and the whirlwind ſhall ſcatter them; 
and thou ſhalt rejoice in the Lord, and ſhalt 
glory in the holy one of IfraelfF. The Lord 
is flow to anger, and great in power—the 
Lord hath his way AW@AI Naa in the 


whirkvind, and in the ſtorm, &c 4. But I 
ſcattered them with a whirlwind among all 


the nations, &c l. Therefore may not 35 
MYAN which is tranſlated our of the whirhomd, 
by conſidering it as uſed in a figurative and 
poetical ſenſe, bear to be rendered, on rhe 


fide, or by reaſon of power ? if 1o, the text 


will read thus: Then the Lord anſwered 
Job, or argued with him, concerning, or 
touching, or about his power—the particle 
32 will no way forbid it \. | 


And what is very remarkable, agreeing 
well with ſuch reading, 1s, that the whole 
ſpeech to 706 is concerning, and turns on 
nothing elſe, but the great power of God 
over his whole creation. 


2 n * 


N 1X. 27: + Iſa. xli. 16. 
I Nah. i. 3. | Zoch. vii. 14. 
§ For D may not only ſignify from, or cut of, but 
occaſionally, of, about, upon, for, on the fide, accord- 
eng to, by reaſon of, &c. 
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Again, as the word WU ſignifies to 
overthrow, or beat down, it. moſt admir- 
ably accords with, He breaketh me with a 
tempeſt *—and, if T ſpeak of firength, lo! he 
zs firong f.— But at the ſame time, and, 
what indeed is worth remarking, Job is 
not repreſented as alarmed, terrified, or 
frightened by the voice of the Lord, as from 
a real ſtormy tempeſt and whirlwind ; but 
is quite calm and collected, yet overcome 
and ſubdued in his own argument, and in- 
tirely humbled, by the deſcription he was 
then favoured with of almighty power, and 
of creative wiſdom ! and hence his anſwers, 
„L am vile, "what ſhall J anſwer thee? J 
&« will lay my hand upon my mouth, once have 
T ſpoken, but I will not anſwer ; yea, 
twice, but I will proceed no further |.” 
% know that thou canſt do every thing, and 
te that no thought can be withbolden from 
« thee .. J abhor myſelf, and repent in 
% duſt and aſbes d. And to ſhew in what 
manner 7b was affected, we ſhould com- 
pare his expreſſion; Who is he that hideth 
& counſel without knowledge ? therefore I 
& have uttered that JI underſtood not, things 
« foo wonderful for me, which I knew not I;“ 
with the firſt expreſſion from the oracular 
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* Job, ch. ix. ver. 17. + Ibid. ver. 19. 
7 Ch. xl. ver. 4,' 5. . 
§Ibid. ver. 6. q Ibid. ver, 3. 


voice, 


Co 


the Hiſtory of JOB. 6g. 


voice &. So that I think if we ſhould re- 
tain the common reading, Then the Lord 
« anſwered Job out f the ꝛbhirlwind,“ we 
ſhould have no other idea than this, viz. 


That there was a voice which conferred with 
Job, concerning the almighty pywer of God. 
A manner of painting, hardly to be ex- 


ceeded ! 


But once more, concerning the antiquity 
of the book of Job. 


It has been urged, as an argument, that 
Job muſt have lived very near the time of 
the flood, ſeeing that he gives a hint, as if 
it was ſcarcely beyond memory.—* Behold, 
«* he withboldeth the waters, and they dry 
« up; alſo he ſendeth them out, and they 


«overturn the earth f.“ Surely that ob- 


ſervation may with as much propriety be 
made at this day, as it was by 706; and 
therefore is no argument of his antiquity. 


It may not be amiſs to obſerve, that he 


« Lord ordered Noah to take of every clean 


« beaſt by ſevens, and of beaſts not clean by 


« twoT:”? And Noah took of every clean 
« beaſt, and every clean fowl, and offered 


40 — Lox 


* 


* Ch. xxxvili. 2. + T7ob, ch. xii. ver. 15. 


compared with ch, xiv. II. 4 Gen. vii. 2. 


| Gen. viii. 20. 
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Now the diſtinction of clean and unclean, 
was intirely unknown to Noah; that being 
made by Moſes, when he gave the laws of 
obſervation to the 1/rae/ztes; for we find, 
that after Noah had left the ark, inſtead of 
being under the wrath of God, and curſed 
for the ſake of Adam; he was not only as 
fully bleſt, and in the ſame manner as 
Adam was, at his creation ; but had a fur- 
ther mark of divine favour ſhewn him, (a 
privilege not granted to Adam) namely, 
« Every moving thing that liveth ſhall be 
ce ¶ eat for you; even as the green herb 
% have I given you all things *: — ſo that 
here was not the leaſt difference between clean 
and unclean; no not ſo much as the terms 
hinted at; but all were common. 


And Noah was obliged to take for his. 
burnt-offerings, thoſe beaſts and birds of 
which he had /evers; ſince otherwiſe he 
would have totally deſtroyed /ome ſeed from 
off the face-of the earth. 


What I would infer from this, 1s, that 
undoubtedly when the antediluvian hiſtory 
was written , the Iſraehtes were well ac- 
quainted with the terms, c/ean, and unclean ; 


— 


* See Gen. ix. I— 

+ Which, according to Joſephus, muſt have been 
upwards of 1 300 years after the flood, yes not being 
born before that time, 


therefore 


the Hiſtory of JOB. _ 
therefore it was needleſs for Meo/es to parti- 
cularize, by name, the beaſts and birds 
which Noah offered. —Conſequently, as the 
days of Noah cannot be brought down to 


the days of Maſes, notwithſtanding certain 


expreſſions; ſo neither can Fob be carried 
to ſo early a date as ſome would have him, 
by reaſon of a few things which are Tonga 
to countenance that 3 


perhaps I may be thought ſomewhat im- 
methodical; but I take things as they come 
acroſs my mind: therefore, though I did 
not intend to ſay any thing more concern- 
ing the very /ow date to which ſome are for 
bringing the hiſtory of 70; yet I cannot 
avoid making the following obſervations, 


-i& Job lived not till the days of Ezekzel 
the prophet, or Zzra the prieft, how ſhall 
we account for his offering burnt-offerings 
in perſon; or that Eliphax ſhould be ordered 
to do the ſame thing, as an atonement for 
himſelf and his companions? ſince after 
Meſes, all offerings were confined to the 
prieſthood. This indeed was hinted before. 


Again, we arc told & © Then the Lord 
anſwered Job. Now whether that be 


looked upon as real, or only a poetical or- 


* Ch, xxxviii. ver. I, | | 
© -4 nament, 
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72 A Rewew of 
nament, it will be difficult to reconcile it 
with ſo low a date; for, if it was real, we 
ſhould remember this, viz. that from Moſes, 
even til] the temple was built, oracles were 
given by Urim and Thummim; and after 
that time, by the mouth of a prophet—and 
there is no intimation that any prophet was 
along with Fob: and to ſuppoſe it fiction, 
and written by Ezra, would ſurely reflect 
no very great honour upon his character, 
as a prieft and a ſcribe of the law of Moſes. 
— Neither would Ezekiel have gained any 
great credit by the mention of Job, who 
is repreſented as a well known character, 
had he believed his ſtory was not real. 
Nay, perhaps, at that very time the book 
of Job might make part of the ſcripture 
canon, the completing of which, was done 
with the greateſt circumſpection and care, 
and from the moſt undoubted authority. 


But whether the book of Job was then 
introduced among the canonical books or 
not; the hiſtory was then known, and 
conſequently, not written by Ezra *. But 

2 indeed 


— 


** 


* Mr. P—, in his preface, p. 50, ſays, „I ſup- 
© poſe it appears from what has been ſaid, that the 
& book of Job, whenever it was received into the 
< Tewiſh canon, muſt have had the authority of ſome 
t“ prophet for its admiſſion.” The learned writer's ſup- 
poſition carries marks of great probability,—And if 


Moſes 


the Hiftory of JOB. 74 
indeed the preſent inquiry is not at what 
time the book of Fob was received into the 
canon of ſcripture, a thing, perhaps, not 
ealily determined; therefore I ſhall ſay no 


more doncenning is - 


To proceed then, I apprehend from what 
hath been already obſerved, namely, that 
in the days of Job, oxen were employed 
in ploughing the ground ; that the art of 
the weaver was known; that when 705 
died, who was doubtleſs not more than 


two hundred years old, if he was ſo much, 


he was called od and full of days; that 
Elibu the reprover of Job, belonged to a 
land which received its name from a nephew 
of Abraham ; 1 ſay, from theſe and ſeveral 
other circumſtances, J apprehend it is evi- 


dent that 70% could not poſſibly have been 


ſo very early as ſome are willing to ſuppoſe 


him. 


— — 


Mo is was the author, or the tranſlator of Job, (which 


Mr. P— in his eighth ſection, thinks next to Fob 


himſelf no one can have a better title to) that certainly 
was a ſufficient ſanction for placing it among the 
other holy books : however, we have good ground to 
go upon if the authority of a prophet was neceſſary, 


for the teſtimony of Zzekzel is not — to counte- 
nance the hiſtory. 


This proves then the validity of the book of 700; 
and that it muſt neceſſarily have been before the days 
pf 4 Ezra. 

But 
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But to endeavour to point out the age he 
really lived in; ſhall collect from ſcrip- 
ture teſtimony what, to me, appears deſcrip- 
tive of his three friends, Elphaz, Bildad, 
and Zophar—who came, every one from bis 
own place. 


If I miſtake not, neither Bildad, nor 
Zophar are any where mentioned but in the 
book of Jeb; yet, as their reſpective coun- 
tries are pointed out, ſomewhat may be 
collected therefrom. Bildad is called a 
Shuite; and Zophar a Naamathite, 


Nov if the land or place called $hz, had 
its name, as 1s generally ſuppoſed, from 
Shuah, a ſon of Abraham by his wife, or 
concubine Keturah ; and as we learn * that 
this Shuah, among the other ſons of Abra- 
ham by his concubines, was ſent away to 
the eaſt country F to ſettle there; which 
according to Jeſephus, is about three thou- 
ſand ſix hundred and ſeventy years ſince, 
we are aſſured, that muſt have been be- 
fore Job's time, becauſe Bildad is called a 
Shuite: and as Shuah was ſent to the eaſt 
country or Arabia, it is no wonder that a 


© LY — 


* Gen. XXV. I—b. 
+ of. ſays, that Keturah's ſons took poſſeſſion of 
Aria the happy, &c. Ant. b. i. c. xv. k ; 
3 Shure 


| known by that name. 


the Hiftory of JOB. 75 
Shuite ſhould be acquainted with Fob, who 


himſelf is deſcribed, a man of the eaff. 


Zophar is called, a Naamathite; by which 
undoubtedly is meant, a perſon who be- 
longed to a city, the name of which was 


Naamah, and which was given, with fif= 


teen other cities and their villages, for an 


inheritance to the tribe of the children of 


Judah, which inheritance lay towards 
the coaſt of Edom ſouthward if So that 
there is no diſagreement when it is ſaid one 
of Job's friends was a SHuite, and another 
a Naamathite ; both which places, name- 
ly Shuah and Naamah, accord well with 
the habitation of 706. | 


Of Eliphag we have a yet ſomewhat 
fuller account, if I am right in my ſuppo- 
ſition, which 1 is as follows; 


He was the firſt ſon of E/au, by his wife 
Adab]; and his firſt fon was named Teman, 


— 


* See Joſbua, ch. xv. ver. 3 —41. 

Ver. 1. compared with 21ſt. 

Note, this by no means brings Fob down to the 
days of Joſbua, for the text does not intimate that 
7005, or theſe new inhabitants, gave the name 
Naamah to that place; but only that they had their 
lot or diviſion in a place which was then called and 


| See Gen. ch. xxxvi. 
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76 A Review of 
who was a duke in the land of Edom; 
therefore 7's hiſtorian denominating 
Elphaz a Temanite, or one who dwelt in 
that part of the land of Edom, or Idumea, 
which took its name from duke Teman, is 
with great propriety ; accounting very well 
with Elzphaz, his being a familiar acquain- 


tance with Fob, the greateſt of all the men 


of the eaſt. And perhaps Eliphaz is better 
thus deſcribed, by the name of the land of 
which his eldeſt fon was duke, than by the 
more general name, an Edomite ;—for 1 
doubt not, but when the hiſtory of 7ob 
was written, at leaſt, reduced to its preſent 
form, that part of the country was beſt 
known by the name of Tema. Agreeable 
to which, we find mention made of the 
troops of Tema, and companies of Sheba *, 


From the above obſervations, I ſuppoſe 
Job lived, ſpeaking in whole numbers, 
about three thoufand five hundred years 
ago—and this anſwers very well to Jeſe- 
phus's chronology concerning Eliphax f. 

| This 


ag 


7, ch. yi. ver. 19. 


+ Note, this differs very little from Mr. P—, who 


ſays, p. 55. Job's wife has been dead three thouſand 


years. He ſpeaks in round numbers. And again, 


ſpeaking of the time when Fob lived, he ſays, p. 141. 
If he was of the patriarchal times, he mutt have 
lived at or near about a thouſand years before 

e Exchicl's 


— 2 


2 alc gud 


but „ 0 ©, A&A boay 


— Err a A. 


the Hiſtory of JOB. 77 
This calculation ſuits alſo with the pre- 
ſents made to Job, by his friends and ac- 


quaintance; 3 every one giving bim an ear= 


ring of gold, and a LamB*, I ſay a lamb; 

for it 18 indeed ſomewhat ſurpriſing how 
the hebrew word MYWp Keſrtah, for ſo it 
is in the text, came to be called, a piece of 
money! ſince in more than an hundred 
places where either gold, ſilver, or money 
are mentioned in the old 'Teſtament, quite 
different words are made uſe of; (es 5 
and IM) even in every other place of the 
book of 706; and no leſs than four times 
in the book of Ezra, what is tranſlated 
money or ſilver, is the hebrew a5 Cheſeph. 


It is true, the word Keſitab, is uſed, 
Gen. xxxiii. 19. and tranſlated money; alſo 
JoſÞua xxiv. 32. and there rendered ver; 
but in both thoſe places the margin reads 
lambs—which undoubtedly is right f; traf- 
fic being at that time carried on, not by 
pieces of money, but 5 exchange of ſub- 


0 Exzekiel's time. And this (I think) is the general 
« opinion,” Perhaps it was at leaſt twelve hundred 
vears before Ezekiel that fob lived; for Joeſeph, the 


youngeſt ſon of the patriarch Jaa. was about ſo long 
before Ezekiel. 


E ö 
+ Mr. P— has an ingenious note upon this in 


p. 23: 8vo. edit. 
ſtance, 
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ſtance, which chiefly conſiſted in flocks and 
herds *. „ 


This then moſt evidently ſhews Fob to 
have been long before the days of Ezra; 
yet perfectly agrees with the age I have 
allotted him. Beſides, ſhould we ſuppoſe 
every one gave him a piece of ſilver, (and 
as for gold, we have no reaſon at all to 
think it was, only that 70 could not 
otherwiſe have been ſo enriched as he is re- 
preſented,) nay, had the gifts been pieces 
of gold, they would not have been of equal 
value to 70 as ſo many ſheep or lambs; 
for his former greatneſs conſiſted in cattle ; 
therefore no other gift could be ſo accept- 
able to him. However, ear-rings of gold 
(or whatever jewel was meant by the word 
1 wzem/} he certainly might have pre- 


ſented to him, for they were very common 


in his day, and in his country : and a gift 
of that ſort, ſeems to have been a mark or 
ſignal of friendſhip. 


Let us ſee how this matter will turn out, 
if we conſider the conduct of Abraham and 
his ſteward, or eldeſt ſervant Elieger, in 
the affair of chooſing a wife for 1/aac. 


* When Iyrael had overcome the Midianites, their 
prey was not money, but 675,000 ſheep, beſides 
other cattle, See Num, xxxi. 32. | 


Abraham 


their 
zehdes 


g ham 


 thmaelites, Judges vili. 24. 


the Hiftory of JOB. 79 
Abraham was a native of Ur of the Chal- 
deans *, from whence he came out and 


dwelt in Canaan; and when he intended 


his ſon IJſaac ſhould have a wife, he deter- 


mined ſhe ſhould be of his own kindred ; 
ſo Elieger was ſent to the city of Nahor Þ ; 
and he took with him beſide other thin 

a golden ear-ring 2 ©; (for Abrahams 


knew what the Chaldeans valued) and when 
the ſervant had found favour with Rebekah, 


he preſented to her the ear-ring, and brace- 


lets for her hands ||; which when her bro- 


ther Laban ſaw, he entreated Abraham's 
ſervant with great kindneſs d. 


We find alſo that the Arabians, the de- 
ſcendants of Iſhmael who was Abram's ſon 
by Hagar, wore ear-rings T. 


Thus we ſee that ſuch jewels were greatly 
eſteemed, at that time, in thoſe countries. 


And therefore there is nothing improba- 
ble in what Fob's hiſtorian has informed us 
of, viz, that when 7 was approved of 


God, his friends and acquaintance preſented 


him with lambs, and ear-rings of gold. 


* 


* See Gen. xi. 31. + Ch. xxiv. 4. 
t Yer; 10. | Ver. 2%: § Ver. 3 
J They had golden ear-rings, becauſe * were 
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Aſſuredly then, theſe circumſtances per- 
fealy harmonize both with reſpect to the 
time and place aſſigned to Fob; and are, 
in reality, ſo many confirmations of the 
truth of the hiſtory. | 


a oa 


Once more, to prove that the hiſtory of 
Job repreſents facts as they really were, I 
would now offer the following conjecture 
why his three daughters, in the laſt chapter, 
are mentioned by name, and not his ſeven 
ſons. 


8 


a 


| 


My conjecture is this, viz. Becauſe thoſe 
names by which they were called, were. 
quite characteriſtic, and deſcriptive of their 1 
perſons ; for it is ſaid, © And in all the 
land were no women found lo fair as the 


% daughters of Job R.“ 
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I ſuppoſe, they were much more beauti- ne 
ful than his three former daughters were ſic 
which occaſioned their being thus diſtin- # 
guiſhed and particularized : yea, ſo lovely ce 
did they appear, in the eyes of Jeb himſelt, 6 
that he gave them thole charming names, 
Femima, Kezio, and Keren-happuch T! and A 
as a further mark of his great affection to c 
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+ Meaning, fair as the day, ſweet like Caſſia, and no 
the horn of ch 
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the Hiftory of JOB. 81 
them, he gave them inheritance among 
« their brethren.” — And as no particulars 


are mentioned of the ſons, we are not to 


ſuppole any thing ſo very extraordinary in 
them, as was to be found among the daugh- 
ters; or that they had any remarkable and 


fignificant names, or titles given them. 


But Job being ſo highly favoured, as to 


have three, the moſt beautiful daughters in 


all the land; it was extremely proper that 
ſome ſignal notice ſhould be taken of them. 
Which we now find is done in the moſt 
plain, natural; and honorable manner poſ- 
ſible *. FE 5 | | 


Now as the advocates for Job's being 
the writer of his own hiſtory allow that the 


— — 


* Mr, P— is of a different opinion concerning 
this matter ; for when he has told us, inp. 122. that 
the commentators have a ſort of problem, why the 
names of Job's daughters are mentioned at the conclu- 


ſion of the book, and not thoſe of his ſons ;—he adds, 


« The moſt natural ſolution whereof ſeems to be this: 
that the ſacred writer, whoever he was, that made 
theſe ſmall additions, living at ſome diſtance from 
“ the age of Job, upon the beſt enquiry he could 


not thoſe of the ſons. And perhaps the preſer- 
vation of the daughters names might be owing to 
that uncommon favour granted them by Feb, his 
dividing to them a ſhare in the inheritance.” I 
dare not ſay that learned and ingenious gentleman 
is wrong; but with ſubmiſſion muſt confeſs, it does 
not appear to me with convincing evidence. 


G cloſe 


make, could only learn the names of the daughters, 
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clole of it was not written 9 himſelf, 
(which undoubtedly is the truth of the caſe, 
for the hiſtorian uſes the Fhird perſon in 
the matter of the three daughters, and ſays, 
Lace, (i. e. Job called the name of the firſt 

« Temima,” and ſo on; and again, —* their 
cc Father gave them hare * &c. Who 


can we imagine a fitter perſon for that buſi- 
neſs than Elibu ? 


If fo, ſurely it is not ancenfangble to ſup- 
poſe, that Elibu was the writer of the whole 
hiſtory — who, upon the death of Job, 
thus took care to furniſh the world with an 
account of the life and character of that 
very remarkable perſon. Nor can any one 
deny, that an account of Job, from one 
who well knew him in his adverſity, muſt 
ſurely come with the ſtrongeſt evidence. 


But what J chiefly contend for, 30 the va- 
lidity of the hiſtory; and therefore, who 
ever was the writer, if what is mentioned 


therein concerning 06's daughters, had 


not been as repreſented, it is ſcarcely poſli- 
ble to ſuppoſe but detection would ſoon | 
have followed; nor could ſuch an hiſtory 


have long ſurvived him, who was the oc- 


caſion and the ſubject thereof. 


I ſhall make but one oblervation more, 
and then conclude. | : 


. There 


the Hiſtory of JOB. 83 
There are ſome who maintain, that Johab, 
a great grandſon of E/au*, was the ſame 
perſon with our 70%; but it muſt be re- 


| membered that Job, at the time of his ca- 
lamity, was the father of ten children, who 


were all grown to a ſtate of maturity Þ 
alſo that he was not young; hear his ex- 
clamatory wiſh, ©* Oh, that I were as in 
months paſt—as I was in the days of my 
« youth 1” And whereas Elipbas was, 


moſt probably, the firſt ſon of Eſau by his 


wife Adab, who it is likely was E/au's firſt 
wite ||, ſhould it not then ſeem, that Fobab 
muſt have been too young to have anſwered 
the deſcription, of being the greateſt of all 


the men of the eaſt? and that too during 


the life time of Eliphaꝝ. Or can we ſup- 
poſe, that Eliphas would have treated his 
relation, Fobab, in the manner that he did 
Fob ? or, that Job would not have given 
ſome hint of their being a-kin when he ſaid 
to Elphaz, «© Ye overwhelm the fatherlels, 


% and you dig a pit for your friend y? ?” for 
5 is Amicus, 


Beſides, duke Zerah the ſon of Reuel the 
ſon of Eſau, by his wife Baſhemath, is ex- 


preſly ſaid Ito have been of Bozrah, and 


that oba Was his ſon. 


* See Gen. xxxvi. + Job, i. 4. 1 b. 
2— 4. comp. ch. xxx. I. Comp. Gen. xxxvi. 2. 


with 1 Chr. i. 35. & Job, vi. 27. Jen. xxxvi. 33. 
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84 Reue, 

'Tis true, Bozrah was a chief city of the 
Edomites, which place is mentioned b 
Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, &c. and that Fobah 
did reign a king over Edom after the death 
of Bela; (and that, I think, is all we know 


of him or his family) but what then? Fo5 


is not ſaid to have been MAD of Bozrah, 
but Ya of the land of Uz. 


Again, after the death of Jobab, the 
government of Edom fell into the hands of 
Huſham, (or Aſom } of the land of Temani; 
of whom we have not the leaſt intimation 


that he was any way related to or deſcended 
from Job, who dwelt in the land of Us. 


Neither can I find, that notwithſtanding 
Job is ſaid, on account of his great ſub- 
ſtance, to have been the greateſt of all the 
men of the Eaſt, I ſay I do not find he is 
once repreſented as a king, or a ruler. I 
am therefore of a different opinion from the 
Septuagint, and all thoſe who will have 
Fobab and Job to have been one and the 
ſame perion. 


And ſhall now conclude, with the fol- 
lowing ſhort reflection, viz. That notwith- 
ſtanding this remarkable hiſtory, when con- 
ſidered merely in its poetical form, is very 
different from all others in the ſacred wri- 
tings; yet, the ſentiments therein contained 

| are 


The Hiſtory of JOB. 8 
are ſo very ſimilar to the deſcription given 
us throughout the whole Bible, and by 
Moſes in particular, of the power, holineſs, 
rectitude, and providence of God; and ſo 
very far ſuperior to what any allegorical fic- 
tion can pretend to; that ſurely it demands 
our moſt cordial aſſent, and directs us to 
pronounce ſolemnly, that 


The hiſtory of 796 is true! 


Every honeſt ingenuous mind muſt con- 
feſs, that, in the doctrinal view, it affords 
the beſt inſtructions, under the moſt afflic- 
tive and diſtreſſing circumſtances ; by ſhew- 
ing, that integrity of heart, and an humble 
ſubmiſſion to every divine appointment, 
are the only means to recommend us to the 
mercy and favour of God. 
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T 1s . a very juſt as well as com- 
mon obſervation, that many a text of 

ſcripture has been greatly debaſed, and ſome= 
times totally perverted and boiled, by the un- 
happy error of not taking it in connexton ; or 

by groing it a meaning which reaſon and con- 


 Sideration will by no means ſupport or counte= 
nance. | 


If I miſtake not, ſomething of this ſort, 
namely, a want of taking it in connexion, 
has happened to that noble declaration of 
Job, With the ancient is wiſdom, and in 
« length of days underſtanding *,” which 
has generally been applied to men of ad- 
vanced and venerable age. 


Among others who maintain that opinion 
is the reverend Mr. P—, who in his ad- 
mirable Crit. Diſſ. on the book of Fob 
ſays ,. —“ inſtructions conveyed down from 
5 "theſe + muſt needs have been eſteemed as 
* oracles; and thoſe who had the advant- 


en 


— — 


* Fob, ch. xii. 12. 1 8vo, edit. : 
I He means Adam and Noah. 


** age 
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« age of living neareſt to them, and ſo 


* were ſuppoſed to have received the 
% greateſt ſhare of this traditional know- 


* ledge, muſt have been looked upon, of 
E 


* 


courſe, as the wiſeſt men. This is evidently 
% the reaſon of that great regard paid to 
„old age, and to the ſayings of their fore- 
« fathers, which we meet with in this 
% book. It ſeems to have been the received 
notion of thoſe times, and to have paſſed 
« into a proverb, that of 7h, With the 
ce ancient is wiſdom, &c *.? 


* 


With ſubmiſſion, I apprehend Job had a 
quite different meaning than what is here 
put on the paſlage in queſtion ;—therefore, 
propoſe, in few words, to ſhew, what I 
apprehend was the ſole idea, which Fob in- 
tended to convey thereby. 


In order to which, I think it will be ne- 
ceſſary to conſider the ſpeech of Zophar in 
ch. xi. Yet, before I enter thereon, to 
give the current opinion its full force, I 
would make an obſervation ; which is this, 


—_ — 


r 


* And in ſupport of this opinion he has brought 
Eliphaz into the diſpute, though Job was then anſwer- 
ing Zophar, for he quotes the ſpeech of Eliphaz in 
the 15th ch. concerning the grey-headed and very aged 
men, as if the main of what Job had ſaid turned upon 
their underſtanding. 
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AAPETEENDLIYS 91 
viz. that Y hath here the plural termina- 
tion, for it is written PW, 


But what of that? is it an invariable rule 


that when a word has a plural ending, it 


muſt always have a plural fignification ? 
Surely no; Inſtances to the contrary are 
by no means wanting.,—Take an example 
in this very book of Job, where ſometimes 
BY, or Nb, and at other times ep, is 
made uſe of, (perhaps for the ſake of poeti- 


cal quantity; but however that be) yet by 


every one of theſe words no other than the 
one almighty and divine Being is ever in- 
tended. But this, by the way, therefore 
to proceed. 


When Zophar had accuſed Job of lying, 
and ſaid that God exacted of him leſs than 
his iniquity deſerved, he aſked, z# he could 


find out the Almighty to per fectiom? and ex- 


patiated thereon, by ſaying, it ig as high at 
heaven, deeper than hell, &c. that he know- 
eth vain men; he ſeeth wickedneſs alſo, will 
he not then conſider it? He then goes on 
with the ſame inſulting ſpirit, ſuppoſing 
Job to be very guilty, directing him to 
prepare his heart, and if iniquity was in 
his hand, to put it away; and that the 
conſequence would be that he ſhould lift 
up his face without ſpot; be ſteadfaſt 
and not fear, &c. But that the eyes of 

the 
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the wicked ſhould fail, and they not eſcape, 
&e. . 


To all which ſpecious reaſoning Job an- 
ſWered, I have underſtanding as well as 
you—yea, Who knoweth not ſuch things as 
theſe ?*—Aik the beaſts, the fowls, the earth, 
the fiſhes, they ſhall declare unto thee 
that the hand of the Lord hath wrought 
this. Therefore it is evident, the argu- 
ment here was concerning the wiſdom and 
power of the Almighty. After Job had 
thus opened his intention, he proceeds in a 
ſublime and beautiful manner, from the 
12th ver. to the end, to deſcribe who it was 
that had true wiſdom, underſtanding and 
power; namely, God—who in Daniel is 
ftyled, the ancient of days; and which is 
quite ſuitable to thoſe other aſcriptions of 
bodily parts, members, and even repentance, 
to the great incomprehenſible Being ; there- 
fore ſuch language is no way improper, 
for it is not poſſible to define any thing to 
man, but by compariſon of what 1s familiar 
to him, either from his own make, frame, 
and conſtitution ; elſe from thoſe objects 
with which he is daily ſurrounded. 


Further; generally fpeaking, either the 


word DT, or I? is uſed to expreſs ancient 


men, or ancient things,—were it neceſlary 


I could cite many paſlages ; whereas indeed 
| there 


Os. 


. fate, failed bande broad 


- — 
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there are but two places more in all the 
Bible, (2 Chron. xxxvi. 17. and Job, xv. 10.) 
where &2 occurs; in both which places 


it can only be applied to men; but not- 


withſtanding that, if % in its primary 
meaning denotes {/enex an aged man, and 
the ancients are allowed to poſſeſs wiſdom ; 
may not the word , by the moſt eaſy 
and natural accommodation, be transferred 
to che ancient of days, or to n Who in- 
habiteth eternity? 7 


The remaining part of Job's anſwer to 
Zophar, requires the application I here con- 
tend for.—Neither could Fob, with any 
propriety, have mentioned the wiſdom of 
aged men in defence of himſelf, unleſs he 
had been older than thoſe with whom he 
was then arguing : but that the caſe was 
quite otherwiſe, appears from what Eliphasz 
ſays, ch. xv. 10, * With us are both the 
e grey-headed, and very ancient men, much 
« elder than thy father.” And it muſt 
have been a very ſtrange, unmeaning apo- 
ſtrophe, if the word, ancient, in the 12th 
ver. belonged to men, and yet in all the 
ſucceeding verſes, the relative pronoun 
ſhould be applied to God; and that it is 
ſo, I ſuppoſe will not be diſputed! Nay, 
the 13th ver. begins thus, With im is 
* wiſdom and ftrength *”—now furely it 


* The margin reads, With God. 


is 


is ſomewhat unaatazral. to aſcribe frength ag 
well as wiſdom to the decrepit, or men worn 
out with age; but when wiſdom and ſtrength 
are applied to God, nothing in the world 
can harmonize better, 

+ > Therefore upon the whole; as connexion 
ſhould never give way for the ſake of: 
ſingle word, eſpecially, if that word may 
be uſed in a ſenſe not repugnant to the chie 
deſign of the paſſage in which it is found 
that conſideration joined to the reaſon! 
above, ſatisfies me that however Ew 

came to be choſen, the idea of Fob was con 
cerning God, and nat man. 
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